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Here’s how it works

digital literacy
communication and manipulation
of information in a variety of forms
identifying and using
innovative technology
understanding numerical data
attention to detail
visual literacy
imagination
entrepreneurship
problem solving
risk taking
professional awareness
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The Digital Competence Award Projects:
Choose ONE project from the selection listed below.

Choice of Projects:

PROJECT 1: An IT project
Develop an innovative and effective system of communication between students and staff.
Choose the most effective way of presenting it. Details can be found on p. 3.

PROJECT 2: A marketing project
Using your chosen digital technology, develop a way of promoting the use of our library, either
as a physical space or a digital one. Choose the most effective way of presenting it. Details can be
found on p. 4.

PROJECT 3: A social media project
Develop your online professional identity (blog, online portfolio of achievements, etc.) – this
could be a project linked to the Effective Project Management Award’s career portfolio. Present
it in a document explaining your choices, providing links and screen shots of web pages. Details
can be found on p. 5.

PROJECT 4: A creative and visual project
Develop a digital model of a virtual building situated in a chosen historical context and justify
your choices in terms of structure, materials, etc., that demonstrate the building’s use and style
consistent with its time period. Details can be found on p. 6.
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PROJECT 1: An ICT project.
Rationale:
Many students do not check their university email account on a frequent and regular basis and, as a
result, often miss out on important information communicated by their tutors. The aim of this
project is to find an effective solution to this problem.
Task:
Working from the perspective of the student and using appropriate technology, develop an
innovative and effective system of communication between students and staff.
Approach:
You might want to consider asking other students to share their experience with different forms of
communicating in order to gauge where the problems lie and how to address them.
It would also be a good idea to research different technologies and test their usefulness.
Presentation:
Choose the most effective way of presenting your completed project. It could be a document
explaining how your system of communication would work and what its benefits would be or a
presentation of the system itself.

Have you ever missed out on important information because you didn’t check your university email
on time? Have you ever felt intimidated by or uncomfortable with this way of communicating? Have
you ever wished there was a more effective way of communicating with tutors? What method of
communicating messages would you consider more effective? What technology could be used to
achieve good flow of information?

This project is a great opportunity to share your knowledge of newest technologies and to develop
your problem-solving skills.
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PROJECT 2: A marketing project
Rationale:
While the library has an impressive range of valuable resources, they are highly under-utilised and
many students routinely default to Primo online, never taking full advantage of what the library has
to offer.
Task:
Choose the most appropriate digital technology and apply it to help promote the use of our library.
You can focus on its physical space (navigating the building, finding resources, using the wide range
of facilities, etc.) or the digital one (making the most of distant access).
Approach:
Consider communicating your instructions in a creative way, e.g. via podcasts, apps such as
Aurasma, YouTube videos, posters, online quizzes, audio-narrated PowerPoints, blogs, etc.
Presentation:
Choose one of the two methods:
1/ a document explaining your rationale and choices, and providing links and screenshots of the
digital instructions;
2/ a user’s manual that will guide the students through the library in the most effective way.

Do you remember feeling puzzled by or lost in the library? What do you wish someone had told you
about it in the first weeks of classes? How can you help new students orientate themselves better in
this labyrinth of books and resources? What useful tips could you offer others to make the most of
their study?

This project is a great opportunity to share your ability to explain complex processes and create clear
instructions.
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PROJECT 3: A social media project
Rationale:
It is increasingly important for both professionals and businesses (even small businesses) to have
online presence and acquire visibility through social media. This virtual identity has to be carefully
managed in order to present the best version of yourself to future employers, colleagues, and
business partners.
Task:
Develop your online professional identity.
Approach:
Depending on where you see yourself in the future, this could be:
 a blog that will help you to develop and demonstrate your career interests,
 a site that will allow you to share information or your experience with history in general (e.g.
Wordpress),
 an online portfolio of achievements (e.g. on platforms such as LinkedIn).
Note: This project could be developed in combination with the Effective Project Management Award
Project No. 2: the career portfolio.
Presentation:
Present it in a document explaining your choices and providing links and screen shots the web pages
you’ve created.

What are your favourite ways of digital networking? How would you make yourself known to
employers and head-hunters? What would be the best platform to show employers who you are
with just one click of the computer mouse? How do you plan to develop, manage, and promote your
online professional identity?

This project is a great opportunity to share your knowledge of digital platforms and effective
networking.
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PROJECT 4: A creative and visual project
Rationale:
Most history projects involve writing (via essays, articles, documents, etc.) or telling (in
presentations, lectures, oral instructions, etc.), but few opportunities exist for demonstrating more
specialised or visual skills. This project will allow you to engage in a hands-on application of your
historical knowledge.
Task:
Develop a digital model of a virtual building situated in a chosen historical context.
It could be a XVth-century merchant’s house, a Victorian shop, a Medieval inn, an Edwardian
library… your imagination is the limit.
Approach:
Chose an appropriate digital technology, e.g. www.sketchup.com.
Presentation:
Submit your model as a link or a screen shot and justify your choices in terms of structure, materials,
etc., that demonstrate the building’s use and style consistent with its time period. Include references
to the literature you used in your research.

Unique skills:
Image manipulation, digital visualisation, using innovative technology.

Do you like working on your own? Do you enjoy playing computer games and building virtual
structures? Are you thrilled with the prospect of applying your historical knowledge to concrete
solutions?

This project is a great opportunity to demonstrate your specific historical knowledge and get lost in
detailed and meticulous work.
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Reflective report:

Your reflective report needs to fulfil the following criteria:
 It must be up to 500 words in length
 It must identify 3 skills you developed in the process of completing the project and demonstrate
how they enhance your employability.
 For guidelines on reflective writing, please see the Study Guide on Reflective Writing at the
Learning Development website www.plymouth.ac.uk/learn.

Checklist:

Start date of the project: ___________
Date
Element
PALS session

PDP meeting

Research seminar

Accelerate workshop

Peninsula Arts event

Project completed

Reflective essay

LD Coordinator meeting

Project approved
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Evidence/
signature

FAQs
Who can I contact if I have questions regarding the Awards?
If at any point you have questions about Stand Out, please contact your LD Coordinator, Dr Alicja
Syska (alicja.syska@plymouth.ac.uk). Alternatively, you can discuss the scheme with your PALS
leaders during PALS sessions or with your personal tutor in PDP tutorials.

What are the benefits of the Awards?
The tasks involved in completing the projects not only illuminate the essential graduate attributes
you are expected to develop over the course of study but also allow you to demonstrate concrete
examples of mastering these skills to future employers. The Awards recognise and celebrate your
extracurricular achievements and will contribute to improving your chances for employment in a
subject-related field.
Additional benefits:
The Awards will be displayed in your Higher Education Achievement Report (HEAR) upon
graduation.
You will be automatically enrolled in the prestigious Plymouth Award, so you can extend your
achievements even further.

What help can I expect?
All the projects (with the exception of the Successful Collaboration Award) are individual and you’re
expected to work on them in your own time and at your own pace. Nonetheless, you can expect to
receive support:
From your Personal Tutor: You can discuss your ideas with your personal tutor who may offer you
advice and feedback on your progress. On completion, you will present the project to them and they
will award you a certificate.
From Learning Development: Your LD coordinator, Dr Alicja Syska, holds open hours for consultation
(Fridays 10-12 in the Learning Gateway) and you can drop in for a project-orientated meeting.
From the PALS leaders: PALS sessions might help you to explore ideas for the projects. There are
multiple sessions to choose from in each term. Please contact your PALS leaders for scheduling
details.

Will my project be marked?
No. You are solely responsible for the quality of your project and it will be checked only to the extent
that it achieves its objectives. If it doesn’t, it will not pass.

Can I work with another student on an Award?
Only if you’re working on the Successful Collaboration Award. Projects for all other Awards have to
be completed individually.

Is there a deadline for any project?
No, but they must be completed before you receive your final marks in the final year of your study.
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What if my tutor cannot meet me to sign off the project?
You can meet with the LD Coordinator instead (Dr Alicja Syska). She will act on behalf of your tutor.

Can I pursue my own project instead of the ones listed in the guidebooks?
You are encouraged to initiate your own project if none of the existing tasks appeal to you and you
have a good idea for your own. However, you must be able to demonstrate that your proposed
project will involve the skills listed under the particular Award. Please feel free to contact your LD
coordinator or personal tutor if you would like to discuss your own ideas.

How will I know when PALS sessions, Accelerate workshops, research seminars and
PenArts talks take place?
Please contact your PALS Leaders for details about the PALS sessions.
You can find the details about Accelerate workshops on their website here.
For information about the research seminars, please check with the programme.
Peninsula Arts events can be accessed here.

Do the skills development sessions have to be all different or can I go to three PALS
sessions only?
Each session has to be of a different type, e.g. one research seminar, one personal tutorial and one
PALS session.

Can I attend a different type of event, not listed here, for example a job fair or an
exhibition?
Yes, as long as it takes place on the University campus and you have evidence of your attendance.

What kind of evidence will be accepted?
It can be a ticket, a signature of the person running the event, a confirmation note, even a
photograph – there are many ways of confirming your participation. Please check with your LD
coordinator.

Do I have to complete the Plymouth Award?
No, it’s entirely up to you. Initiating a Stand Out Award will automatically enrol you in the Plymouth
Award but you’ll need to take other steps to complete the scheme. Please follow this link for details
https://www.plymouth.ac.uk/student-life/your-studies/plymouth-award.
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