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Consultation
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Information
ÌÌ Information provided must be clear, transparent and
honest with a level of technical content appropriate
for target audiences.
ÌÌ Realistic benefits of wave energy projects should
be emphasised but potential adverse effects must
also be acknowledged to help build trust with local
stakeholder groups.

Surfers at Porthleven, Cornwall

Further information can be found in project reports
(Workshop B report, Deliverable 4.3 and Deliverable
D4.4) available on the SOWFIA website.
Keep up to date with the SOWFIA project by joining the
SOWFIA network on www.sowfia.eu.

Participants at the SOWFIA workshop for stakeholders engagement

ÌÌ Encourage stakeholder groups to provide lists
of concerns before discussions to maximise the
benefits of consultation events.
ÌÌ Information relevant to consultation processes is
often technical and lengthy. Be prepared to extend
consultation periods to avoid limiting discussion of
salient issues.
ÌÌ Particular emphasis should be placed on evaluation
of the socio-economic impacts of proposed
developments for key stakeholder groups.
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Perceptions of Wave Energy
ÌÌ Opinions on wave energy appear generally to be
positive, with respondents stressing the benefits of:
low-carbon energy production, reduced dependence
on fossil fuels, and economic/employment benefits
to host regions.
ÌÌ Reducing dependence on energy imports was most
strongly expressed by respondents from southern
European test centres.
ÌÌ Employment benefits are expected but fears were
expressed that specialist skills for the wave-energy
sector may lead to recruitment from other regions
rather than local work forces.
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The wave energy industry is an emerging and innovative
industry that aims to contribute towards achievement
of EU renewable energy targets. Environmental and
social impact assessment (e.g. EIA) provide important
tools for evaluating the environmental sustainability of
projects, promoting public awareness and participation,
and making wave energy more attractive to investors
and governments that may view environmental and
social concerns as a barrier.

Consultation

Aquaculture developers are an example of stakeholders who may
be consulted

Consultation is critical for promoting public
understanding, scrutiny and acceptance of wave
energy. A key condition for developing offshore
renewable energy is that relevant stakeholders
are informed about proposals and are enabled to
participate in decision-making on the siting and scale
of projects.
Lists of key stakeholder groups have been compiled
by SOWFIA for seven European wave energy test
centres. Questionnaires and workshops were used to
determine stakeholders’ understandings and concerns
about wave energy and suggestions for improving the
consultation processes.

Purpose and audience
ÌÌ Consultation should be used to increase public
awareness about marine renewable energy in general
alongside providing project-specific information.
ÌÌ Additional efforts are required to encourage
participation by local businesses and communities in
consultation processes.
ÌÌ Levels and types of consultation need to reflect the
specific concerns and needs of individual stakeholder
groups.
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Context

Leisure boat owners are an example of stakeholders who may be
consulted

Eddystone lighthouse, Devon

ÌÌ Conflicts over the shared use of marine areas,
potential adverse environmental effects and the high
costs of projects were identified as possible negative
effects.
ÌÌ The visual and environmental impacts of wave energy
were generally judged to be less serious than those
of offshore wind farms.

Techniques
ÌÌ Engage actively with local media to maintain contact
and provide regular updates.
ÌÌ Choose time, location and format of consultations
carefully to meet needs of different groups.
ÌÌ Define
boundaries
clearly
through
honest
acknowledgement of what can and cannot be
achieved in consultations.
ÌÌ Avoid consultation fatigue to maximise participants’
input.
ÌÌ Explain clearly how input will be used.

