Further information can be found in the final report from
Work Package 2.6 which is available on the SOWFIA
website www.sowfia.eu.

Strategic Recommendations
ÌÌ Credible, evidence-based information, both scientific
and socio-economic, should be presented to stakeholders in an accessible and understandable format.
ÌÌ Realistic timelines should be provided to stakeholders
to respond/make submissions.
ÌÌ In terms of strategic planning:
 Responsible government departments at national
level should integrate and coordinate their policies
and implement these policies through Maritime
Spatial Planning (MSP), supported by an appropriate
consenting system.
 Carry out SEAs of specific plans and programme
areas to ensure strategic government oversight.

Keep up to date with the SOWFIA project by joining the
SOWFIA network on the website. Access the SOWFIA
DMP at: sowfia.hidromod.com.
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Operational Recommendations
ÌÌ Developers should make sure that consultation with
everyone takes place at an early stage.
ÌÌ Consenting authorities should provide developers
with a list of stakeholders.
ÌÌ Suitable representatives should be selected to
consult with stakeholders to build trust.
ÌÌ Developers should have due consideration for the
audience they are consulting with and arrange
meetings at appropriate times.

Recommendations for the
Streamlining of Consenting
for European Wave Farms
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The wave energy industry is a new and innovative
industry which aims to contribute to the delivery of the
EU’s renewable energy targets. There is an increasing
amount of practical experience of wave energy
consenting processes being gained as wave energy
projects are deployed across Europe. One of the aims
of the SOWFIA project was to list and analyse barriers
and accelerators in wave energy consenting.

EIA Process

Strategic Recommendations
ÌÌ To ensure that consenting procedures for wave
energy developments are fit for purpose delivering the
needs of regulators, developers and stakeholders.
ÌÌ Consideration should be given to interdependency
of consents before embarking on new regulatory
approaches.
ÌÌ The establishment of new or amended consenting
systems should be based on a realistic level of
resources and legislative amendments.

Strategic Recommendations
ÌÌ Accelerate the rate at which understanding of the
impacts of wave energy developments is being
obtained. This can be done through:
 Facilitation of an adaptive management approach.
 EU funding for research programmes on
environmental impacts, especially in wave energy
test centres.
 Requiring EIA data to be made publicly available.
ÌÌ It is suggested that competent authorities adopt
a stricter approach to EIA screening whereby
only those developments likely to have significant
environmental impacts are subject to a full EIA.
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This brochure summarises the main recommendations
developed during the SOWFIA project. These are
divided into high-level, strategic recommendations and
operational recommendations, which are more suited
to implementation in the short-term. The operational
recommendations provide a step’ towards the long
term vision for an effective and efficient consenting
process provided by the strategic recommendations.
It is hoped that this will ensure the protection of
ecosystems and of stakeholders’ interests whilst
simultaneously encouraging the development of wave
energy.

Operational Recommendations
ÌÌ Allocation of a dedicated co-ordinating body in
Member States for wave energy consents. This does
not have to be a new body.
ÌÌ Implementation of a clear process with clear
procedures including responsibilities, timelines and
ability to appeal.
ÌÌ Introduction or amendment of statutory timeframes
in existing legislation.
ÌÌ All test centres should provide guidance to
developers on the consenting process to encourage
deployment of devices at their sites, allowing
developers to gain experience which they can then
apply to future developments.

Operational Recommendations
ÌÌ Baseline data should be made available for test
centres. Impact data, where supported by public
funding, should also be released.
ÌÌ The EIA should be based on site sensitivity. It should
also be based on the size of the project and the type
of device being installed.
ÌÌ Where sufficient baseline knowledge allows, site
specific impacts should be the priority for small scale
projects.
ÌÌ Clear guidance on EIA should be provided by
consenting authorities to developers.
ÌÌ Results from monitoring programmes should be
analysed and synthesised so as to better inform
management decisions.

