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The University of Plymouth is an internationally leading
research and teaching institution with a mission
to advance knowledge and transform lives.
Ranked in the world’s top 25 for our sustainability research and
teaching, and 1st in the world for marine (Times Higher Education
Impact Rankings 2021), we are among the top 10 modern
universities in the UK (Times Higher Education’s ranking of global
young universities). We are ranked in the top 25 nationally for
the quality of our teaching (The Times and The Sunday Times
2021 Guide) and globally, we are firmly inside the top 25% of
universities for our number and quality of research citations.
We are particularly renowned for our research in areas
such as marine science and engineering, environmental
science, medicine, robotics and psychology,
winning our third Queen’s Anniversary Prize in 2019
for our research in marine plastics pollution.
Our research and innovation drives our postgraduate offering
and experience, supported by extensive public and private sector

partnerships and international collaborations and significant
on-campus facilities, some of which are of national importance.
We are passionate about creating a lively academic culture,
both for and with our postgraduate students. Whether you
are interested in a taught masters programme or wish to
undertake a research degree or professional doctorate,
our internationally renowned academics are on hand to
support and supervise you. Our dedicated Doctoral College
assists all research students in ensuring that they are
intellectually challenged and supported in equal measure.
To find out more, please contact us, visit our website,
arrange to visit us at one of our open evenings or attend
one of our postgraduate research webinars.
We look forward to welcoming you to the University of Plymouth.
Professor Judith Petts CBE
Vice-Chancellor
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H T TOPIC
W H AT M AT T ER S TO O UR ST UD EN TS ...

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
Find out how studying in Britain’s Ocean City has helped shape
the future for our postgraduate students.

Daniel
MSc Sustainable Aquaculture
Systems graduate
When I was looking to retrain
from the engineering sector, I
had to undertake a programme
that allowed access into my
chosen field. The University not
only had a great programme
available, it also had an
excellent reputation for marine
biology. There were many
options available for students
in terms of support, but
mostly I feel the Seale-Hayne
Educational Trust bursary for
my MSc studies was invaluable
as it covered the programme
costs and lab fees, and had
a stipend to help with living
costs.
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Georgios
MSc Hydrography graduate
The University is a modern
institution with all the
necessary and adequate
academic facilities. It has an
up-to-date library, access
to a huge archive of books
and journals in electronic
form, friendly and helpful
staff, highly educated and
inspirational tutors, modern
laboratories and state-of-theart scientific equipment. The
greatest asset of Plymouth
is that it’s a student-oriented
city, which means that there is
plenty of accommodation and
that all the points of interest
are within walking distance.
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Lucy
MSc Sustainable Aq
uaculture Systems
graduate
My time at Plymo
uth has helped me
to
engage in research
that has led to my
current career pa
th – one that I would
have other wise no
t considered. The
fantastic program
mes and engagin
g
lecturers have he
lped me gain skills
that
I have found extre
mely enjoyable an
d
relevant to the life
of a researcher. Th
ere
are great suppor t
networks in place
to
help you progres
s in your studies,
via
your friends, lectur
ers and importantl
y
your supervisor. Yo
u are encouraged
to come up with yo
ur own solutions by
yourself and along
side your colleag
ues
to conquer a parti
cular problem.
Learning to deal wi
th any problems thi
s
way has helped me
improve greatly as
a
researcher.

Auwal
MSc Advanced Professional
Practice in Neurological
Rehabilitation graduate
My degree has provided
me with a lot of skills
which have helped to
advance my career path.
Consequently, I have served
as a Research Co-ordinator
in my department for one
session, and I presently
serve as a Guest Editor with
the International Journal
of Medical Research.
Studying at Plymouth has

provided me with a great
foundation and has also put
in place a lifelong learning
trajectory in my chosen
profession. I would not be
where I am in academia
and physiotherapy without
the time I spent studying
at Plymouth. I learned so
many skills, such as critical
thinking, professionalism,
self-confidence, research,
data analysis, how to apply
evidence to practice,
reflective practice, and
scientific writing.

Tom
Leanne
MA English Literature graduate
My time at Plymouth has got me to
where I am today, embarking on
a new adventure to undertake my
PhD – it’s a very exciting time for me,
and everything I have done up to
this point, including the inevitable
mistakes and difficulties along the
way, has got me here. Even after I
had completed my MA, my lecturers
helped me with my PhD applications
by providing references, advice,
and even reading through drafts
of my proposals. On top of all
this, it has also provided me with
the beginnings of a professional
network, which is fundamental for a
researcher.

John

MSc Marine Renewable
Energy graduate
My previous work experience
was enjoyable, and has
undoubtedly been useful,
but I feel that it was my MSc
r
that really unlocked the doo
The
er.
care
ent
to my curr
MSc enabled me to take my
first steps into the technical/
engineering side of the
renewable energy industry.
Without it, I would not have
,
had the industry knowledge
or scientific understanding,
to progress within such a
demanding sector.
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tion of a
What was initially the explora
has since
hobby, a fledgling passion,
become my sole vocation.

Sarah
MSc Advanced Professional
Practice in Occupational
Therapy graduate
Since achieving my masters
I have become a Lecturer
at the University. Before, I
never would have imagined
that I would have this
opportunity. Recently, I have
also successfully applied
for an occupational therapy
post in a local integrated care
organisation in South Devon. I
will be combining this clinical
work with my academic post
at the University.
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WHY I CHOSE
POSTGRADUATE
STUDY
MSc Planning graduate Dan shares
his reasons for taking on a masters
degree at Plymouth.

“I spent a couple of years after
graduating from my Geography
undergraduate degree working
and travelling, before making
the decision to come back to
full-time education to complete
a masters.
“You might be in your final
year of your undergraduate
course, or maybe you’ve already
graduated and are out working
in the wider world, but are
considering going further with
your studies (as I was). Whatever

your situation, it’s never too
early to start thinking seriously
about what programme you
might want to study and where
you might like to enrol for your
masters.
“There is a plethora of reasons
for undertaking postgraduate
study. I’m not sure I could
highlight them all here, but a
quick Google search will give
you a list of possible reasons
why a postgrad degree could
benefit you or not. It’s not the

only direction for you to take
and is probably not right for
everyone.
“In my opinion, a Geography
degree is the most interesting
field of study out there, with
any number of specialisations
and directions for you to target
your studies in order to suit your
interests, be they related to the
human or the physical world.
But coming out of my degree
and after four years, I found that
my appetite for study was still

9

Study Planning
MSc Planning
Our fully accredited postgraduate
degree has been designed to offer a
comprehensive understanding of the
factors influencing the formulation and
delivery of spatial planning policy across
the built and natural environments.
Duration
1 year

Find out more:

“It’s true that for a lot of professions
you could work your way into a
position through other means, but
having spoken to others working
in the field, a masters can often get
you there that much quicker, and
help you to access a professional
tier that it is hard to reach.”
there. I wanted to learn more
and the option to drill down
further into some of the areas
my undergrad had touched
upon really interested me and
was something I continued to
harbour even as I entered the
world of full-time work post-uni.
“The other point that continued
to stand out to me as I
contemplated where exactly I
wanted to take my career now I’d
graduated (and that took me a
while to work out, an observation

I think many recent graduates
will sympathise with me on),
was that to access the kind of
jobs I wanted, a postgraduate
qualification was really going
to help me. It isn’t just the value
that those three additional
little letters ‘MSc’ might bring
when I can add them to my CV
either. It’s the opportunities to
network with the wide range of
professionals who I should come
into contact with across the year.
It’s the areas of knowledge and
their professional application

that I will have the chance to
access through the academics,
and indeed the other students
alongside me on the MSc, too.
“Maybe some of the above
resonates with you as you’re
reading this, too, or there might
be a host of other reasons
you have for considering
postgraduate study. For now, all
I’ll say is I hope this has given you
something to at least think about
in considering undertaking a
postgraduate degree next year.”
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FROM UNDERGRAD TO
PhD, AN INTERNATIONAL
STUDENT’S JOURNEY
WHY DID YOU CHOOSE TO STUDY
A MASTERS?
Throughout my undergraduate
studies I developed a passion towards
my study area, which was marketing. I
was particularly interested in studying
more towards brands and branding
work. After I completed my BSc in
Marketing Management, I was given
the option of choosing further study
or entering the industry. My passion of
studying more about brands won over
and I applied to study an MSc in Brand
and Design Management at Plymouth.

“The best thing about studying in Plymouth is all the great
support that is available for you. The commitment the
University and the academics have towards students,
supporting us with all our academic ventures, is just amazing.”

Different people choose to study an
MSc for a variety of reasons. For me, it
was academic progression along with
my passion to further explore about a
subject area I was passionate about.

Plymouth has become my second
home over the years. There’s
something so beautiful about this city
that makes you want to stay. It is either
the greenery that surrounds it or the
salty winds.

TELL US MORE ABOUT YOUR
JOURNEY AS AN INTERNATIONAL
STUDENT FROM UNDERGRAD TO
MASTERS TO PhD
Now studying PhD Business with
Management, I was exposed to the
University of Plymouth while I was
studying my BSc at NSBM Green
University, Sri Lanka. It was an
affiliation programme. My BSc helped
me to achieve a scholarship to further
study my MSc here at Plymouth.
Crossing countries for the first time in
my life was probably the scariest, yet
the most encouraging, thing I have
ever done in my life. During my MSc I
was able to experience the facilities,
the warmth, and the beauty of
Plymouth and the University first-hand

so when the decision as to where I will
do my PhD came up, it was a firm and
a steady choice.
I am grateful to my university in Sri
Lanka for introducing me to the
University of Plymouth and providing
me with an opportunity to get an
enhanced university experience.
As an international student, the
biggest highlight was the support I
got from all my academics. This was
very useful for me and helped me to
maintain my grades and keep myself
motivated towards my programme.
The University also provides help to
international students with improving
their English language skills. For most
of us international students, English is
our second language, but it is of high
importance in the process of our
learning. The English Learning Centre
(ELC) at the University provides great
help to students struggling with their
language skills and offers very
interactive and fun sessions.
WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT
PLYMOUTH?
Plymouth is full of life and adventure.
There’s so much to do in the city if you
actually look around. Wherever you
look, you will see the ocean stretch

and the hilly countryside of Dartmoor.
The city is quite reserved and less
commercial in comparison to other
big cities and hence it makes an ideal
student-friendly environment. It has a
perfect balance of being lit at night
and calm during the day.

“For me, whenever I am
stressed about something,
I always take a walk to the
Hoe and sit down on a bench
in front of Smeaton’s Tower.
It is my go-to spot whenever
I feel like I need an escape.
Just looking over the ocean
calms my mind.”

Sumalka PhD Business with
Management student
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WHERE WILL YOUR
MASTERS TAKE YOU?
THE IMPORTANCE OF CAREER GUIDANCE
FOR POSTGRADUATE STUDENTS
Our Careers Service is comprised of a dedicated and friendly
team who are here to support your journey as you navigate the
increasingly complex world of study and employment. Did you
know we offer our students lifelong support after graduation?
Read on to see how we’re here to help you forge your future
career path – for as long as you need us.

Why might you need career
guidance? As you are probably
well aware, the world of
work is not static. It changes
constantly and the impact of
COVID, if anything, has sped
up these developments. We
each experience ongoing
development throughout our
lives, shaped by our experiences,
so having continued support
is becoming increasingly vital.
There is evidence that guidance
services are most effective where
there is lifelong progressive
support (Vuorinen, 2015) – so as
a service that is what we offer.
Our goal is to help all students,
past and present, make the most
of their studies and develop a
fulfilling career.
The digital age is altering labour
markets and changing the skills
employers require. AI, automation
and emerging technologies
continue to drastically alter the

workplace and environment,
with roles that consist of ‘routine’
tasks often being taken over by
technology. This is an exciting
time, creating new opportunities
and gaps in the labour market
as new roles are created. As
a Careers Service, we’re well
aware of, and thinking about, the
impact that this will have on your
career. We’re here to support you
to understand what that world
of work may look like, as well as
help you prepare to navigate it
effectively.
The notion of ‘one job role for
life’ is long gone and careers
are now developed through the
choices we make. The focus, very
much, has to be on employability
for life. Your overarching ‘career
journey’ may be made up of
several different types of roles
or cross multiple varied sectors and your transferable skills, both
technical and ‘soft’, are essential

to be able to achieve this. As a
service, we are on hand to assist
you with offering a wide range
of opportunities and support,
in addition to helping you to
understand your experience and
evaluate your existing skillset and
long-term aims.
Being able to understand
and articulate your skillset to
employers is really important
to support your success in job
applications, and we’re available
to help with this at every stage,
from creating your CV to interview
preparation. We’re also here
to help you find out about the
different career opportunities
that are available and to help you
evaluate and prioritise what your
preferred next steps might be.
Rest assured, we don’t expect
you to have all the answers about
what you want to do from now
until retirement!
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“The notion of ‘one

job role for life’ is
long gone and
careers are now
developed through
the choices we
make.”
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If you are considering a
postgraduate qualification you
are already potentially preparing
yourself for this ‘new world’
of work, which is increasingly
cognitively complex. Graduates
with skills in innovation,
enterprise, quality and research
can bring real value to an
employer.
Postgraduate study can be a
great opportunity to advance
your skills and in-depth subject
knowledge. Alongside this,
postgraduate study can help you
access additional opportunities
which may not otherwise be
available to you, including career
changes, progression to roles
which require a postgraduate
qualification, and nuanced
expertise/knowledge which can

With more opportunities comes
greater choice, increased
decisions and more directions
in which you can develop. As a
postgraduate student, you are
often also eligible to apply for
graduate schemes.

help you to become an expert in
a particular area or subject.
Research suggests that further
study has a career benefit, with
a postgraduate degree making
you more employable and
supporting increased earnings
over the course of a lifetime
(Findamasters.com, 2020). It is
also increasingly important to
make the most of your degree
and the opportunities it provides
you, whether that’s joining a
student society; attending
employer-led events to network
and find out about different job
roles, sectors or organisations;
networking with - and learning
from - peers on your programme,
or participating in group work
and trying something new to
enhance your existing skillset.

Did you know?
POSTGRADUATE

STUDENTS ARE

MORE LIKELY TO

BE IN A MORE

PROFESSIONAL

ROLE THAN THEIR

COUNTERPARTS
(Higher Education
Statistics Agency,
2021)

The Careers Service is here to
help you make the most of your
postgraduate qualification,
supporting you to make the
decisions that will help shape
your career both during your
postgraduate study and after.
Our services are free and easy to
access as both a current student
and graduate. Visit our dedicated
web page to find out more at:
plymouth.ac.uk/careers
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Further information

myCareer
An innovative system available 24/7
which offers plenty of information and
advice, for as long as you need it.

From here you can also log
into myCareer, an innovative
system available 24/7 and
offering plenty of information
and advice. We have a wide
range of resources to support
you at every stage, including
exploring and identifying your
skills and qualities, discovering
opportunities and assisting you
with applications or preparing
for upcoming interviews. We
advertise a wide range of
vacancies, making it an easy
place to explore and seek
inspiration.
We’re here to support you
to be bold and develop your
experiences, skills and attributes.

Additional services that you
may be able to access include
internship opportunities and
tailored career sessions for
postgraduate students.
You can also access us for oneto-one appointments, including
career guidance, advice on
job searches, CVs, LinkedIn,
interview preparation and more.
There’s lots more besides, so
take a look at our web page for
further details.
We’re here to help you identify
and work towards your goals,
supporting you to make
career-related transitions with
confidence.

Digital Resources
Access a range of digital resources
which will help you develop your
employability skills at a time and place
which best suits you.

Internships and tailored career
sessions
Discover how we support our
postgraduate students.
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SAVING
OUR SEAS
FROM
PLASTIC
DR IMOGEN NAPPER, PhD Marine Science

D

r Imogen Napper
completed an
undergraduate
degree in biomedical
science and a masters degree
in biotechnology, plus a PhD in
marine science. Imogen spent
her PhD working with Professor
Richard Thompson OBE FRS in
the University’s International
Marine Litter Research Unit
and was awarded a prestigious
scholarship to advance her
research into microplastics
found in the marine environment.
Imogen says: “Results from my
research have been internationally

publicised, and have helped
influence government legislation
both in the UK and abroad.”
Imogen self-funded her PhD,
and produced seven published
papers that were all rated in
the top 5% of publications
according to their Altmetrics. She
has delivered a number of key
presentations to meetings at both
national and international level,
and she has also found time to
join the eXXpedition North Pacific
project that conducted scientific
experiments and outreach work
in British Columbia, as well as
becoming one of three scholars

with Sky Ocean Rescue and
National Geographic.
Imogen has always been
interested in environmental
protection. She was particularly
shocked when she would go
surfing and be exposed to
a beach that was covered in
litter. She thought, “I could do
something about this”, and really
wanted her work to be a part of
positive change.
She says: “It’s been an incredible
couple of years – both in the
context of the work the University
has done and also for me as
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A world-leading University
for sustainability
When it comes to the environment, we
know that every contribution makes
a difference and we’re committed to
creating a sustainable campus to reduce
our impact on the environment.
		We’re so proud to have been
named as one of the top
25 institutions and first for
marine research and teaching
globally in the Times Higher
Education Impact Rankings
2021.
These are the only global
performance tables that
assess universities against the
United Nations’ Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).
1s t f o r
MARINE

		
Ranked first out of 379
1st
institutions, the University of
Plymouth has an international
reputation for outstanding
marine and maritime teaching,
research and innovation.
Read more here:

an Early Career Researcher.
The world has woken up to the
issue of plastics in the marine
environment, and the evidence is
that our younger generations are
so much more engaged. We need
to keep this momentum going.”
THE DOCTORAL COLLEGE
The University offers a wide
range of research degrees,
including PhD (Doctor of
Philosophy), MD (Doctor of
Medicine), MPhil (Master of
Philosophy), ResM (Research
Masters) and professional
doctorates, which include
Doctorate of Education (EdD),

Doctorate of Engineering
(EngD), Doctorate of Business
Administration (DBA) and
Doctorate of Clinical Psychology
(DClinPSy). Most of these
programmes are available either
full or part time, and many can
be studied at a distance. The
Doctoral College creates a
vibrant and inclusive intellectual
environment across, and
between, academic disciplines
for postgraduates, as well
as early career postdoctoral
researchers.
As the hub for all research
degree processes, from

admissions to graduation, it
works with staff and students in
all areas of the University’s worldleading research to ensure that
our diverse community is offered
the best possible experience.
Its role is to support excellence
and employability across all
stages of the researcher journey
by facilitating and providing
first-class training and excellent
supervision, networking and
mentoring opportunities.
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T

he University has
recently won the Queen’s
Anniversary Prize for its
pioneering work towards
reducing microplastics in our
oceans. Our world-leading
research into the effects
of marine plastics on our
environment, led by Professor
Richard Thompson OBE FRS, has
received the highest honour that
can be bestowed upon a higher
education institution.

likelihood is that all of the
conventional plastics we’ve
ever made are still with us on
the planet, unless they’ve been
incinerated.”

Richard says: “We don’t yet
know how long it takes plastic
to degrade in the natural
environment. We’ve only
been mass producing plastic
for around 60 years and the

A decade and a half on from
his seminal paper, which for
the first time described the
accumulation of ‘microplastics’
in the oceans, he has mapped
out much of the territory upon

Richard, who is Professor of
Marine Biology and Director of
the University’s Marine Institute,
continues to set the international
agenda on research into the
causes and effects of marine
litter.

which our understanding of both
the impacts of plastics and the
potential solutions are based.
Under his leadership, Plymouth
has produced more scientific
publications on the subject of
marine plastic than any other
university worldwide, with
Richard himself having led or coauthored more than 180 scientific
papers.
INFLUENCING GLOBAL CHANGE
AROUND PLASTIC POLLUTION
Richard founded, and heads, the
University’s International Marine
Litter Research Unit, which has
charted the global distribution
of microplastics from Arctic sea
ice to the deep seas. Among

QUEEN’S
ANNIVERSARY
PRIZE
THE QUEEN’S ANNIVERSARY
PRIZE FOR PIONEERING
RESEARCH ON MARINE
MICROPLASTICS POLLUTION
AND ITS IMPACT ON THE
ENVIRONMENT AND
CHANGING BEHAVIOUR
It is the third time that the
University has been honoured
with a Queen’s Anniversary
Prize, which celebrates
excellence, innovation and
public benefit. The last
occasion was in 2011, when the
University was recognised for
the breadth and excellence
of its marine and maritime
research, teaching and training.

The Queen’s
Anniversary Prizes
For Higher and Further Education

2019
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its many high-profile research
findings are that a single wash
of clothing can release more
than 700,000 microfibres into the
environment; that facial scrubs
could contain up to 2.8 million
microbeads; that carrier bags
labelled as biodegradable are
still usable after three years
submerged in soil and seawater,
and that of the marine species
known to encounter litter in the
environment, the vast majority
are with plastic.
FROM MICROBEADS TO
ROAD DEBRIS
This ongoing research has
directly influenced UK and
international government

policies around taxes on plastic
carrier bags and the use of
microbeads in cosmetics, with
Richard also contributing to
government-funded research
and inquiries into road debris
and sustainability within the
fashion industry.
He has for many years acted as
a scientific advisor to national
and international organisations,
including the United Nations
and European Commission,
and in 2018 was made an OBE
for services to marine science
and higher education as well
as receiving an Impact Award
from the Natural Environment
Research Council.

“We don’t yet know how long
it takes plastic to degrade in
the natural environment. We’ve
only been mass producing
plastic for around 60 years
and the likelihood is that all
of the conventional plastics
we’ve ever made are still
with us on the planet, unless
they’ve been incinerated.”

“I think the work we have
done at the University has
had a really major role in
raising awareness of this
topic. There are a number
of independent accounts
that cite the early work
we did, particularly the
description of microplastics
and their accumulation in
the environment, which was
a tipping point in the level of
interest in the whole topic
in the academic community
and wider public.
“Society knows the general
direction of travel towards
potential solutions, but
charting the course to
specific actions is much less
clear. We can’t get there just
by banning plastics – we
have to learn to use them
more responsibly. We need
independent evidence to
guide intervention, and
that evidence should be
provided by the academic
community. The challenge is
bringing together different
disciplines – environmental,
behavioural and material
scientists, economists,
and legal experts so we
can evaluate options from
a range of perspectives.”
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LOANS AND
SCHOLARSHIPS
POSTGRADUATE MASTERS
LOANS
The government provides a nonmeans tested loan (up to £11,570
per student in 2021/22) for those
under the age of 60 wishing to
commence postgraduate studies
for the first time. Please note
that this loan does not apply to
MPhil/PhD applicants and certain
programmes within the Medicine,
Dentistry and Biomedical
Sciences subject area, and is also
subject to other eligibility criteria.
The loan is paid directly to you
for use towards the cost of study
and can be spent on tuition fees,
accommodation, books, general
living expenses, etc.
Find out if you’re eligible by
scanning the QR code below:
* Subject to amount
changing each
academic year and
course chosen to study.

DOCTORAL LOANS
Loans are available to enable
English-resident students to
borrow up to £27,265 towards
the costs of doctoral-level
study. The money is provided
in instalments by the UK
government. Repayments are
income contingent.

For further
information
on postgraduate
taught loans and
doctoral loans,
please visit:

PGCE TEACHER TRAINING
Home students can take out
a loan from the Student Loans
Company to cover the cost of
fees. Home students can also
apply for a maintenance loan
to help cover living costs. We
may also pay a non-means
tested, tax-free training bursary
to Home students on selected
full-time PGCE secondary/postcompulsory level programmes.
If you have dependants, you
may also be eligible for support,
including Parents’ Learning
Allowance, Adult Dependants’
Grant and the Childcare Grant.

For details on funding for PGCE
programmes, please visit
getintoteaching.education.gov.
uk
POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH
STUDENTSHIPS
We offer a variety of
studentships, including
some funded by UK research
councils, for specific projects
and disciplines. Please visit
plymouth.ac.uk/postgraduateresearch-studentships
GRADUATE BANK LOANS
Most UK banks offer graduate
loan packages. These are only
available to Home students – you
can compare and apply for them
at moneyfacts.co.uk
UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIPS
The University offers a range of
scholarships for students who
have applied for a postgraduate
taught degree. We welcome
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applications from non-UK/EU
students. Please visit plymouth.
ac.uk/money
TRUSTS AND CHARITIES
Some trusts and charities may
be able to contribute to the
costs of postgraduate research.
Useful publications such as the
Awards Almanac, Educational
Grants Directory and the
Grants Register provide further
information and are available in
libraries and careers offices.
EMPLOYER SPONSORSHIP
Many employers sponsor
employees as part of career
development. If you’re in work,
consider asking your
employer if they can help to
fund your studies.
BRITISH COUNCIL AWARDS
The British Council offers
a number of awards for
international students studying

in the UK. You can get details
from your nearest regional office
in your country of residence and
from britishcouncil.org
FINANCIAL SUPPORT FUND
We offer additional financial
support for students who find
themselves in financial hardship
after taking up all other sources
of funding. The fund cannot
provide an income in its own
right and cannot cover the cost
of fees. Home postgraduate
students – both full and part time
(though not overseas students) –
are eligible to apply. The awards
are means tested and nonrepayable.

“For funding my masters, I opted for
the Postgraduate Masters Loan. It
was a really quick and easy process.
Initially, I was worried I didn’t have
all my account details as it had
been several years since graduating
from my undergrad degree, but I
called the team at Student Finance
England and they were really helpful
in getting me back up and running.
“The application process was
straightforward and the loan was
paid to me in three instalments, which
aligned with when my tuition fees
were due. I also looked into what
other funding options were available
to me and I was able to apply for a
scholarship and received an alumni
discount to reduce my fees.”
Genevieve, MA Human Resource
Management graduate
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FEES AND FUNDING
EXPLAINED
We know finances are a key factor when
considering postgraduate study. Did you know
there are loans and scholarships available to
help fund your studies? Read on to find out
how we can support you.
TUITION FEES
If you are paying all or a portion
of your tuition fees personally,
University policy is that you pay in
full upon enrolment. However, we
do make provision for students
who are unable to pay the full
amount at once.
Payment can be made in
33/33/34% increments at dates
dependent on when you start your
studies. If you are in receipt of a
postgraduate loan, these payment
dates should match up with when
you receive your loan instalments.
Fees for postgraduate taught
programmes, including fees for
part-time study, can be found on
the individual programme pages
of our website. Postgraduate
research fees are available on our
website. Fees are not fixed at the
year of entry and may be subject
to increase. For details on how
to pay your fees, whether selffunded or through sponsorship,
please visit plymouth.ac.uk/fees
ADDITIONAL COSTS
Some taught programmes
have field trip expenses in
addition to tuition fees. Research
programmes may have additional
fees to cover training, laboratory

costs and other resources. For
details of compulsory and noncompulsory costs, please visit the
individual programme pages on
our website. For research degree
students, these will be outlined as
part of the admissions process.
LIVING EXPENSES
Accommodation, meals and other
personal expenditure are not
included in fees. We recommend a
minimum maintenance allowance
of £9,750 each year for a single
student (for the full calendar
year) and more for students with
families or dependants.
ALUMNI LOYALTY REWARD FOR
POSTGRADUATE TAUGHT STUDY
•	A 20% discount on Home/
EU tuition fees (10% for MSc
Advanced Psychology,
MSc/PgDip/PgCert Clinical
Psychology, MSc Psychology
and MSc Occupational Therapy)
•	or a £2,000 discount on
international tuition fees.
If you have previously studied at
the University of Plymouth or at
one of our partner colleges, you
may be entitled to our Alumni
discount to help towards the
tuition fees of your postgraduate

taught programme. For further
details, programme exclusions
and contact information, scan
the code below:

THE ALTERNATIVE GUIDE TO
POSTGRADUATE FUNDING
This resource is recommended
for anyone looking for alternative
financial support towards funding
postgraduate study, in addition
to both institutional bursaries
and government loans. Current
students can access it by using
their student email address,
and graduates or non-Plymouth
students can also access the
platform by typing in a PIN.
To access the platform, register
with your email address and the
following PIN number if required:
8337. Once registered, you will
be sent a password to gain full
access. Scan here for more
information:
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Budgeting tips
Our current students have suggested the
following budgeting tips.
1. DON’T SPLASH OUT TOO MUCH ON
ACADEMIC BOOKS Look out for secondyear students selling their old books.
2. USE A BUDGETING APP if you struggle
to keep tabs on how much you’re
spending.
3. A PART-TIME JOB can be a great
experience if you can manage your time
well while you’re studying.
4. TRY NOT TO EAT OUT TOO OFTEN but
when you do, always try to use vouchers
and discount codes.
5. START PUTTING A BIT ASIDE Whatever
you manage to put away now will make
your financial situation that little bit easier
when you’re studying again.
6. DON’T KNOCK SUPERMARKET BASICS
until you’ve tried them. Rather than buying
branded foods, go for cheaper alternatives.
7. HAVE A SEPARATE ACCOUNT to your
loan and rent so you can see what you
are spending your money on and what is
coming in and going out.

“The price of my programme was also
an important factor which influenced
my decision to study here, as my
tuition fees are completely covered by
my postgraduate loan. Many masters
programmes advertised at other
universities are significantly more
expensive than the maximum loan
available to students, which would
have been unaffordable to me.”
Emily, MSc Business and
Management student
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THINKING OF
HEADING
IN A DIFFERENT
Pursuing a new career or returning to study a different subject?
Read Matt’s story, from undergraduate study to why
he embarked on a conversion programme.

M

att chose a conversion
programme to leave
the world of marketing
and make a real difference to the
people around him.
I studied an undergraduate
degree in business here at
Plymouth, and really enjoyed
my work and experiences in the
marketing world. But I always had
a real passion for helping others
and began thinking about how
I could incorporate this into my
career path. I realised I wanted
a new challenge. Occupational
therapy appealed to me because

it is a professional role, but with
people’s wellbeing at the heart
of it. I chose the conversion
programme because it is a
fast-track programme that
covers all the essential skills and
knowledge I need to pursue my
new career direction.
I wanted to become an
Occupational Therapist
because, simply, I want to make
a difference to the world that I
live in. But what I did not realise
was that throughout the last two
years, I would change and evolve
beyond what I could imagine.

With my learning experience,
I have grown to be more
confident in being critical in
how I apply the theories I have
learnt while moving forward in
the profession. I owe this to my
placement providers, educators,
my friends and every single
teaching staff member at the
University.
As a newly qualified Occupational
Therapist, I have still got a lot of
learning so I can develop and
progress to the next stage of
my career. This path that I have
chosen certainly required a
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CONVERSION
PROGRAMMES
“I often think of an
investment in my education
as an investment in my
future”

Conversion programmes are an ideal route
to take if you want to study a different subject
area from your undergraduate degree or
professional career, gain new skills or improve
your job prospects.
Our postgraduate conversion programmes are listed
here and you can find out more by scanning this code:

MSc Business and Management
MSc Criminology
MSc Data Science and Business Analytics
MSc Digital and Social Media Marketing
MSc Human Nutrition
MSc International Business
substantial investment of time
and finance. Nonetheless, I
would have made the same
decision over and over again.

MA International Relations: Global Security and
Development
MSc International Shipping

This is one of the best things I
have ever done in my life, and
one that I will always look back
to with a smile.

MSc Occupational Therapy (Pre-registration)

Final note: I was not born as an
Occupational Therapist, but I
have evolved to be one at the
University of Plymouth.

MSc Physiotherapy (Pre-registration)

MSc Operations and Supply Chain Management

MSc Psychology
MSc Tourism and Hospitality Management
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STUDENT HUB
LISTENING POST

COUNSELLING

H

eading off to uni is exciting,
right? It’s full of amazing
opportunities and a chance to
branch out on your own. But it’s
also a huge step and it’s about so much
more than studying for a degree and
planning for your future career.
Your time at university is a chance to
discover who you are and build your
network and community of friends.
That’s a lot to take in for anyone and
that’s where the Student Hub can help.
One of the best things about the
University of Plymouth is our wonderfully
diverse student population, and we know
that no two students are the same. We
appreciate that the university experience
is a very individual thing, and here in
the Student Hub we’re on hand to help
you navigate through this exciting and
sometimes daunting chapter in your
life with a friendly smile and the offer of
some wellbeing and practical support.

MENTAL HEALTH

Based right in the centre of campus, in
the Charles Seale-Hayne Library, the
Student Hub is the place to go if you
have any concerns or issues during
your time at University. Our team of
Hub Advisors is on hand to talk things
through and offer a range of options to
help support you. We aim to provide a
one-stop shop for all wellbeing and nonacademic enquiries, and our advisors
can help on a wide range of topics, such
as mental health and wellbeing, disability
advice, international student advice,
funding and bursaries, and pastoral and
spiritual support. The team can signpost
you to any of these services and also
help to set up appointments with a
specialist advisor if they are unable to
resolve your query fully.
It’s really important to me in my role as
the leader of the Student Hub team that
we are able to provide a space where all
students feel welcomed and comfortable
to talk us about anything.

STUDENT
FUNDING UNIT

“The first place I went for
support with writing was the
Writing Café, which is set
in a laid-back coffee shop.
The Writing Café is run by
the Student Learning team
and has trained student
writing mentors on hand to
help students in a relaxed
and friendly environment.”
Julie, BSc Dietetics graduate
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DISABILITY
SERVICES

PASTORAL
AND SPIRITUAL
SUPPORT

We are passionate about being a part of
the student journey with you and we are
on hand to help, wherever you are. The
Hub is a bright, inclusive and welcoming
space that has been designed with
students in mind and we would love to
see as many of you as possible when
you arrive on campus.
You can now also interact with the
Student Hub online, which has been
hugely positive during the COVID-19
pandemic. The last year has been
challenging and for some of that time,
we have had fewer students on campus,
so it has been really important to still
support our students and offer the ability
to chat things through with one of the
team as if you were visiting the Hub in
person.
We have a virtual ‘queue’ that students
can join and tell us how they’d like to be
contacted, whether it’s by telephone,
email or Zoom. This has worked really

STUDENT
LEARNING

INTERNATIONAL
STUDENT
ADVICE

well over the last year and has ensured
we are able to truly meet our students
where they are.
In the meantime, if you need to speak to
one of the team at any time, please give
us a call or email us.
Claire Chinnock, Student Services
Hub Manager
E: studentservices@plymouth.ac.uk
T: +44 (0)1752 587676

“My experience of the
counselling sessions
was great. It was very
professional and fast, and
the counsellors were all
experienced. It really gave
me a safe place to talk
about what was going on
and get some good advice.”
Emma, BSc Psychology
graduate
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POSTGRADUATE
ACCOMMODATION
From University-managed halls to private
houses and flats, Plymouth has a great range
of accommodation to suit your needs as a
postgraduate student.

University-managed halls
benefit from dedicated student
receptions, 24/7 campus
security, all inclusive bills
(utilities, secure University
WiFi, contents insurance), and
friendly housekeeping and
maintenance teams. You’ll also
meet your dedicated Halls
Team – staff and students –
who are on hand from 11am
to 11pm, 365 days a year to
offer any help you need or
provide a cup of tea and a chat.
You’ll have the security of 24hour maintenance reporting
and peace of mind from the
University Security Team. We
understand the importance
of finding a friendly, safe and
homely place to live during your
time with us, which is why we
also offer the option to book a
single-sex and alcohol-free flat.

University-managed
accommodation for single
postgraduate students is
located in our Student Village,
where you can book an en
suite, loft or standard room.
There are dedicated rooms
set aside for postgraduates
with a range of licence lengths
available. The location is just
a short walk from our main
campus as well as the city
centre shops and amenities.
Our website contains more
detailed information about
the types of accommodation
available, including images and
the latest prices.
Our Accommodation Team
is here to help current and
prospective residents of
University-managed halls,

so please get in touch if you
would like to discuss your
accommodation further.
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
AND SPECIAL MEDICAL
CONDITIONS
Rooms adapted for students
with specific medical
requirements are available.
Please make sure you
detail your needs in your
accommodation application
and register with our Disability
Services Team to ensure we
can assist you.
APPLYING FOR YOUR HALL
Our application portal opens at
the end of January and can be
easily accessed from our web
pages. Once you confirm the
University of Plymouth as your
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University accommodation
We have a range of Universitymanaged accommodation,
offering a variety of room
types to suit all budgets,
available for undergraduate
and postgraduate students.
The city of Plymouth also
offers a wide range of private
accommodation for students
to choose from.
For more information, scan the
code below:

legal requirements landlords
are expected to meet. You’ll
find information about options
for living in the city on our
accommodation web pages.

place of study you will receive
an email from the Residence
Life Team inviting you to begin
your application for Universitymanaged accommodation. Our
buildings and room types are
allocated on a first-come, firstserved basis and you’ll receive
confirmation of your choice
within 72 hours – usually sooner.
The exact location of your room
is provided later, ensuring that
we can match people with
similar requirements through our
‘lifestyle questionnaire’, which
you will complete during the
application process.
PRIVATE ACCOMMODATION
Plymouth has a wide range
of private options to suit all
budgets with accommodation
located around the city and
nearby residential areas. Most

students choose properties
that are within walking distance
of the campus and local
amenities or an area that is
easily accessible by public
transport.
If you’d prefer a shared
house or flat, there is a
good choice available. Many
private agencies specialise in
student lets. As this is a private
arrangement, do make sure
you check reviews and fully
understand any agreements
before signing. The University
of Plymouth Students’ Union
can offer advice on a range
of topics regarding private
accommodation and offers
a tenancy checking service.
It also provides checklists of
what to look for when you are
viewing properties and the

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
International students can
apply for accommodation using
the same application portal
on our website as all other
students. The Accommodation
Team works closely with the
International Office to help you
settle into University life and feel
supported throughout your time
living with us.
Students requiring
accommodation for
families, or couples, can
find suitable options across
Plymouth’s variety of private
accommodation. These can be
booked directly or through local
agencies specialising in student
accommodation.
: residencelife@plymouth.ac.uk
: plymouth.ac.uk/accommodation
: plymouthuniaccommodation
: @PlymUniResLife
: @plymunireslife
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WORLD-LEADING
FACILITIES

Whether the campus is familiar to you, or you’re yet to visit, we have a range of bespoke study areas
and expert facilities to help you explore new techniques and strategies in your specialist field.

BRAIN RESEARCH
AND IMAGING
CENTRE (BRIC):

Opened in 2021, BRIC is the most
advanced multi-modal brain
imaging facility in the South West
and will provide the sea-change to
enhance the quality of our research
in human neuroscience. With seven
cutting-edge human research
laboratories, it will critically advance
our enquiry toward the most
advanced brain research, improved
radiological diagnostics and better
patient care.

CYBER-SHIP LAB:

Combining maritime technology
with leading-edge cyber security
research and practice, Cyber-SHIP
researchers work to enhance
understanding of maritime systems’
cyber vulnerabilities and deliver
world-leading cyber resilience
knowledge, tools and training.

DIGITAL
FABRICATION LAB:

Our new Digital Fabrication
Laboratory is established as a
core facility supporting research,
enterprise and academic
development in architecture, design
and engineering. Through the use
of cutting-edge technologies, the
laboratory enables new solutions
to close the gaps between digital
media and physical production
processes, forcing a step change in
the way we design, make and build.

PLYMOUTH
ELECTRON
MICROSCOPY
CENTRE (PEMC):

PEMC offers expert and specialist
support to students, researchers,
academics and industry. Our
equipment is integrated with
sophisticated software for image
analysis, image processing and x-ray
characterisation of materials, with
facilities for rapid report generation.

DERRIFORD
RESEARCH FACILITY:
This newly built facility provides a
research-intensive environment
for investigating cancer, infection,
immunity and inflammation, plus
neurodegenerative diseases.
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New engineering & design facility (artist's impression)

THE CAMPUS OF
THE FUTURE

We’re always evolving and expanding
our campus to make sure our students
have access to the highest quality
equipment and cutting-edge facilities.
Here’s a taster of some of the bigger
projects we’re working on.

NEW ENGINEERING
AND DESIGN
BUILDING:

This building will transform the teaching
capacity and research capability of
the School of Engineering, Computing
and Mathematics, and create more
than 10,000m² of research and teaching
space, housing some of the most
technologically advanced equipment
in the institution. Once complete, it
will provide the platform from which
engineering teaching, learning and
research can thrive.
“For centuries, engineers have been
our key innovators, developing
forward-thinking solutions to some
of the planet’s biggest problems,”
says Professor Deborah Greaves
OBE FREng, Head of the School
of Engineering, Computing and
Mathematics.
“But if we want them to continue on
that path, we need to offer facilities
that will enable them to harness the
latest technologies and push their
creative boundaries. This new building
will provide that state-of-the-art
setting to inspire the engineers of
tomorrow, giving us the ultimate place
to bring together students, academics
and industry in an environment that
not only benefits them but also
society as a whole.”
ign facility
New engineering & des
(ar tist 's impression)

INTERCITY PLACE:

Intercity Place will be home to
inter-professional clinical skills
facilities for the University’s allied
health professions, and nursing
and midwifery, as well as additional
educational services. It will become
an iconic setting for generations of
health professionals to learn and
train for the future.
“We provide more healthcare
profession graduates for the
South West than any other higher
education institution – and the
redevelopment of Intercity Place
will only strengthen our exceptional
clinical and academic learning.
With our medical facilities on the
North campus, our nursing schools
in Truro and Exeter, and Intercity
Place transforming our city centre
footprint, we have truly become a
faculty for the region.”
Professor Sube Banerjee, Dean of
the Faculty of Health.

Intercity Place (artist's impression)
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LEONIE DUNN

Leonie Dunn is currently studying part time for her
masters in Environmental Humanities as well as working
full time. We chat to her about finding the right balance
between work and study.
WHY DID YOU CHOOSE TO
STUDY ENVIRONMENTAL
HUMANITIES AT PLYMOUTH?‘
I’ve always been passionate
about the environment but as
an English Literature graduate
I found it hard to see a place
for myself in the field. Then I
came across the Environmental
Humanities programme and
I knew I had to sign up! It’s an
incredible interdisciplinary
programme where I have been
able to do modules in sociology,
anthropology and education. The
academics are incredible and have
fantastic ties with the Sustainable
Earth Institute, the Marine
Institute and the Environmental
Cultures research cluster so you
are working closely with some
research groups that are really

impacting the field. There is a real
focus on employability and work
opportunities or placements, and
we have a designated placement
officer called Ryan. He is fantastic
and has provided me with some
amazing opportunities to work
with local companies.
WHAT PROJECTS ARE YOU
WORKING ON AT THE MOMENT?‘
I am currently working on a blog
page called Turning Tides for
which I am the Co-managing
Editor. I run it with three other
students from my programme
so it is a great way to get to
know my classmates and share
ideas. We started the blog
as we are passionate about
exploring intersectionality in all
its forms. Our ethos is to provide
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a platform that spans science
and humanities, covering a wide
range of political and cultural
perspectives. We believe in
an inclusive environment that
advocates the protection of
people and the planet. We focus
on projects like ocean advocacy
and sustainable communities.
HOW HAVE YOU FOUND
WORKING FULL TIME AND
FITTING IN A PART-TIME
MASTERS?
I was initially really worried about
doing a masters alongside
working full time and, although
it can seem daunting at times,
the hours are really manageable
and the academics have been
really understanding. My biggest
tip would be keep your work

bite sized and try and set aside
time each week to either do
your reading or start working on
assignments.

a really great group of people!
It definitely was a shock to the
system but it’s been really fun
getting back into it again.

DID YOU FIND IT HARD TO GET
BACK INTO ACADEMIA YEARS
AFTER YOUR UNDERGRADUATE
DEGREE?
I was really nervous about that
at first. I was worried I would be
lagging behind everyone else but
I think going into a masters as a
mature student and having a big
break is quite a normal thing so
there were lots of people in the
same position as me!

WHAT DO YOU WANT TO GET
OUT OF YOUR MASTERS IN THE
LONG TERM?
Ultimately, I think I would like to
pursue a PhD! Or there are some
really amazing NGOs that I would
love to work for and the University
has some great links to these to
help you get your foot in the door.

Everyone was also from
different fields as it is such an
interdisciplinary masters, so we
all learn a lot from each other - it's

ARE YOU GLAD YOU STARTED
YOUR MASTERS?
Yes, definitely. I think it’s always a
leap of faith but it’s really opened
my eyes up to the opportunities
out there. I would recommend it
to anyone!
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"Plymouth is a growing economy
and more and more graduates
are staying in the city. I got
to keep a lot of my undergrad
friendships and networks and
bring them with me to postgrad.
I also formed new friendships,
connections and found
passions that are with
me five years on"

THE
POSTGRADUATE
COMMUNITY
Georgia shares her experiences of
postgraduate life in the South West,
from exploring the stunning location
to the influential communities she
met along the way.
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While the intensity of postgraduate
study certainly does ramp things
up, I definitely wasn’t a recluse
taking full-time hermitage in the
library during my MRes year!
Plymouth, and the rest of the South
West, is an absolute playground
and attracts a variety of people.
More than that, I think that the
culture in the South West really
holds value in the work/life balance,
and when it’s time to get to the
living there’s so much to do and
amazing communities to get
involved with!
I studied my undergrad degree
at the University of Plymouth, but
never actually joined a society
in my first three years. During
my masters I finally got involved,
and I can say with real sincerity
that the Adventure & Expedition
(A&E) Soc really enriched my
life – from training in how to use
ropes to traverse rock faces,
hikes in Snowdonia, bouldering
on Dartmoor, and having a pool
of energised and excited people
where someone would always say
yes if you proposed an adventure.
If adventuring isn’t you’re thing,
that’s cool too - there's a society
for everything under the sun
and your kind of people are
definitely out there. At a glance
there are well over 100 societies
including: writing; illustration;
environmental; meditation; LGBT+;
gaming; knitting; food; Afro
Caribbean; baking; music, and so
so much more.
The climbing wall at the Life Centre
and The Barn were great places
to hang out and make friends. A
climbing wall has all the charms
of the pub – open late, reliable
regulars, and a place to sit and
chat – but without the hangover.
It’s a really relaxed vibe, but there
are also great gyms if lifting or
cardio are more up your street,
including a gym on campus for
lunch time level-ups.
When I wasn’t at the wall or
studying, I also honed a passion
for running. The southern edge of

Plymouth is part of the 630-mile
South West Coast Path network,
and there are miles and miles of
exceptional trails to discover on
the sea edge and from the coast
to the rolling expanse of Dartmoor
National Park. The running
community is super warm and
welcoming to anyone who wants
to get involved. The only qualifier
to become ‘a runner’ is a pair of
trainers and a willingness to give it
a go. The friends I made in my first
year running as a masters student
have been with me years now. Go
get involved!
Plymouth is a fantastic hub to
explore from, and with many
running clubs and races to be part
of there are lots of great excuses
to go out and explore while making
some friends along the way. I
really enjoyed joining the PureTrail
Wednesday night runs, and taking
part in the Britain’s Ocean City
races where you really feel part of
Plymouth, dashing through the city
with happy crowds!
With all that said and done with the
healthy options, it would be remiss
of me not to mention Plymouth’s
excellent nightlife. When things
open up again this year a world of
great music, beer and seriously
cool nightspots await!
James Street Vaults is a proper
pub that is perched on the
northern edge of the main
campus, Bread and Roses
continues to offer regular live

music in a stunning venue, and
Ocean Studios has just launched
a really exciting programme of
arts, including evening events and that’s just a handful of what
independent businesses in
Plymouth have to offer.
Plymouth is also home to a wide
range of eateries, so whether
you’re in need of a vegan bonanza
(Cosmic Kitchen!), a luxe bagel
situation (Hutong!), or a good old
pasty (The Original Pasty House!),
rallying a group of friends
together in the name of brunch is
easily done.
If you’re thinking about staying
on to study a masters after doing
your undergrad degree but are
worried that you’ll be the only one,
then all I can say is don’t worry!
Plymouth is a growing economy
and more and more graduates are
staying in the city. I got to keep a
lot of my undergrad friendships
and networks and bring them with
me to postgrad. I also formed new
friendships, connections and found
passions that are with me five years
on (and these connections brought
me back to Plymouth again after
living abroad for two years). Good
luck on your postgraduate journey!
Georgia, MRes Art History
graduate
Follow Georgia on her next
adventure @coastpathdirtbag

Scan here for more
information:

   /PlymUni

