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And they lived happily ever after?
• What are some of the effects of experiencing success?
• Why should we pursue it?
• Breaking cycles of deprivation – transgenerational
• Developing growth mindsets – overcoming fear of failure
• Increasing self-regulated learning – building resilience
• Stimulating creativity and problem solving
• Increased job satisfaction – new skills and pedagogies

Some success but challenges remain...
• Benefits of being with nature (Jordan, C. & Chawla, L. 2019; Kuo, M., Barnes, M. &
Jordan C. 2019; White et al., 2019)
• Whole school culture change (Natural Connections, Nature Friendly Schools,
Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust projects)
• Pathways to human health through being with nature (Pretty et al., 2017; Lumber,
Richardson & Sheffield, 2017)
• Inequalities in access to high quality natural environments (MENE; Roberts, 2008)
• Age appropriate engagement for cognitive, emotional, psychological,
environmental wellbeing (Maller, 2009; Davis et al., 2009)
• Culturally appropriate engagement (Husain et al, 2021; Warren et al., 2016)
• Environmental challenges – thinking about nature differently (Gough, 2016;Taylor
2017; Waite et al, in press)

Natural Connections
• What the project was
• What were its main successes?
• What remained the principal challenges?
• Support for ongoing and growing success

How the books came about...
• Positivity of teachers and pupils about its benefits
• Lack of confidence
• About connecting outdoor activities to the curriculum
• About teaching outside

• Lack of time

• To borrow time from the curriculum to just ‘go outside’
• To plan and prepare lessons that would meet curriculum objectives
• To assess and record what learning is taking place outside

• Providing a helping hand for successful curriculum teaching outdoors

The National Curriculum Outdoors

Saving time…The National Curriculum
Outdoors series

Progression in knowledge and skills

How the books can be used
• The books provide a foundation for a whole school approach.
• Provide progression in skills and knowledge across units and across the key stages.
• Provide a step by step guide to delivering curriculum subjects outdoors to support ‘new’
practitioners and can equally be adapted by more experienced practitioners
• Can be tailored to school settings, staff and child experience confidence and the support
available.
• Additional resources provided to fully support an outdoor learning approach
• https://takingmathsoutdoors.co.uk
• https://nationalcurriculumoutdoors.com

Awards for The
National Curriculum
Outdoors book
series – Released
25 June 2020 –
Over 1,000 copies
sold by end of June!

Some hopes for the future
• Reaching schools that are not (yet) convinced
• ‘Translations’ for other curricula (as done for CfE in Scotland)
• Books for Spring and Summer terms to complete the school year
• A forum for sharing success stories (and steps along the way)

Thanks for listening!
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