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SCHOOLS AND
COLLEGES
ENGAGEMENT

Welcome to Schools and
Colleges Engagement at
the University of Plymouth
At the University of Plymouth our mission is to
advance knowledge and transform lives through
education and research. Our work with schools
and colleges is designed to provide an insight
in to university life, and help students and their
advisers at every stage of their journey.
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In this guide is information about the support
we can offer, as well as highlighting the
exciting learning opportunities provided by the
University’s facilities and partners.
We aim to provide interactive activities both
on our University campus and in schools and
colleges throughout the academic year. These
activities are designed to give students the
opportunity to engage with our team of staff and/
or our current university students.
Our teams are dedicated to providing a
comprehensive and high quality schools and
college liaison service. This guide provides an
overview of the range of opportunities we offer,
from activities for primary and secondary school
pupils through to work with post-16 and adults
returning to education.
All our interactions in this guide have been
created in collaboration with teachers, parents
and students, providing up-to-date, relevant and
inspiring outreach provision. We hope you find
this guide useful and we look forward to working
with you in the future.
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University
of Plymouth
We are a modern university, both
vibrant and friendly, with a strong
reputation for innovation. Times
Higher Education described us as
one of the newly emerging ‘modern
global elite’. Ranked ia top 10 UK
Young University in the 2019 Times
Higher Education Young University
Rankings, Plymouth’s global
reputations for research, and its
proven track record in teaching and
learning are being recognised at
the highest levels.
Through teaching, learning,
research and innovation we work
in partnership with our students,
staff, community, business and
the professions to drive social
inclusion, economic prosperity and
sustainability in Plymouth, across
the nation and worldwide.
We pride ourselves on the learning
facilities and life opportunities we
offer our students and staff here
at Plymouth, in Britain’s ‘Ocean
City’. We are located within a great
area of the United Kingdom, with
some of Europe’s most spectacular
countryside and beaches right on
our doorstep.

PAGE 4

Schools and
Colleges
Engagement
Team
The University of Plymouth provides
a wide range of outreach services
to schools and colleges across the
United Kingdom. Our aim is to inform
and inspire potential students with
the opportunities available in higher
education (HE) by offering one-off
events or tailored programmes of
activities.
As members of the Higher Education
Liaison Officers Association (HELOA),
the Schools and Colleges Engagement
Team offers impartial information and
support to prospective students and
their advisers and influencers.
Through our Widening Participation
(WP) activity, we raise awareness,
aspiration and achievement; supporting
otherwise underrepresented groups
to successfully progress to HE. We are
committed to providing Access to HE
for young learners, including those
disadvantaged by socio-economic
class; those returning to education;
learners with a disability; looked after
young people; those leaving
care; and black and
minority ethnic groups.

Student
Ambassadors
Our student ambassadors at the
University of Plymouth are able to
support us in helping to raise the
aspirations of young people throughout
the United Kingdom. They are able to
provide your students with an up to
date perspective on HE and information
about the routes into university. Our
ambassadors are able to attend your
school or college to give talks on student
life or attend your HE or careers fair. They
also assist with our on campus events
such as campus visits, open days and
conferences.
All our ambassadors are
enhanced DBS checked,
and have been trained
in child protection
and safeguarding.
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HE and
Careers Fairs
HE and careers fairs provide an
excellent opportunity for students to talk
informally to university staff, or to pick
up a prospectus and course information.

You can book us to attend your HE or
careers fair by emailing the team at
outreach@plymouth.ac.uk.

We encourage prospective students,
along with their parents, carers and
teachers, to visit our stand, whether
virtually or in person so that we can
equip them with everything they will
need to know about university.

We Support You
Our representatives from the University
of Plymouth support many education
providers each year, from across the
South West and beyond. We provide an
extensive range of inspirational talks and
presentations, or book us to attend your
HE or careers fair.

Whatever the occasion, the University of
Plymouth will be able to support you and
your students in a familiar setting, but
providing information on course options
and HE in general. Please see the
following pages for more information
about our overarching provision.

To speak to a member of our team or to book an activity
please email outreach@plymouth.ac.uk.

PAGE 6

PAGE 7

Talks and Presentations
Our student ambassadors at the The
route into HE can seem complicated for
some. The team will assist in addressing
the questions and concerns of those
considering a future in HE with a range
of impartial talks and presentations.
Delivered by an experienced member
of staff or trained student ambassadors,
your students will gain different
perspectives on choosing HE as an
option and specific advice for those
who have already chosen that university
is for them.

All our talks have interactive elements,
can be tailor made to the audience and
be provided virtually. If you would like
to book us for a talk at your schools
or college please email outreach@
plymouth.ac.uk.

Talk title

Details

Length

Age
suitability

Choosing a
Course and
the Benefits
of University

The step into HE is a big one. This talk offers
students advice on how to choose the right
course and university for them, giving tips
on how to research different institutions
effectively and where to find useful
information.

30 – 60
minutes

Years
11, 12

Student Life

There are many preconceived ideas about
what a typical day in the life of a student
is like, but our student ambassadors will
provide you with the real picture. They will
offer advice and guidance on all aspects of
student life, from doing the weekly shop to
managing their time.

30 – 60
minutes

The applications process can seem like a
daunting prospect, but with a step-by-step
breakdown of the process, and a university
perspective we hope to demystify and
reassure students. We give hints and tips
to help students construct a successful
personal statement and help students to
start thinking about promoting their own
skills and achievements.

30 – 60
minutes

UCAS
Applications
and Personal
Statements
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Talk title

Details

Length

Age
suitability

Finance and
Budgeting

Student funding is often a worry for
prospective students. This talk offers
advice regarding tuition fees, student loans,
scholarships and the application process.

30 – 45
minutes

Year
11 – 13

Choosing
Between
Your Offers

Once students have received their university
offers, the next stage of the process can be
difficult for them. The aim of this talk is to
provide tips and advice on how to make the
right decisions, and includes information
about the important dates and how to
respond to offers.

30
minutes

Year
13

Preparing
for a UCAS
Convention

UCAS conventions are a great source of
information for prospective students, this
talk gets students thinking about what
questions they would like to ask university
representatives on the day and making the
most of their convention visit.

30
minutes

Years
11, 12

Why Study
in the South
West

The talk highlights the benefits of studying
away from home, using the South West as
an example. It advises on how to choose a
course and gives tips for studying further
afield. The talk is ideal for students looking
to expand their horizons, or for those who
have concerns about applying to non-local
universities.

30
minutes

Years
11 – 13

The
Transition
from School
to University

The change from school or college to
university is a big step and can seem
daunting to many. This talk aims to provide
hints and tips to students about how to cope
with this change, what to expect and to
ensure they get the most out of the first few
months of their university experience.

30
minutes

Years
12, 13

Years
11 – 13

Years
12, 13
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Virtual Resources
ZOOM TO YOUR
CLASSROOMS
Outreach are able to offer all of our
talks, presentations and bespoke live
online talks with Q&A virtually, to provide
students with insight and information in
to Higher Education.
Please email outreach@plymouth.ac.uk
for more information.

VIRTUAL CAMPUS VISITS
Our campus visits can be conducted
virtually and include a live campus tour
with our Student Ambassadors along
with opportunities to ask any questions
you may have.

PLYMOUTH ON DEMAND
If you are unable to visit us, we still
want to help as much as we can and
have developed a range of online
experiences as alternatives to our Open
Days. Including various live and prerecorded subject talks and UniBuddy
where you can chat direct to current
students.
You can even explore the city of
Plymouth, our University campus and its
buildings with our virtual tour!

You Visit Us
Sitting on the idyllic South Devon
coastline, our campus is situated
right in the heart of a thriving and
vibrant maritime city. We welcome all
schools groups who wish to come and
experience the buzz of our city centre
campus.

Should you not be able to attend in
person, our Virtual Tour of Plymouth
is the perfect way to get familiar with
Plymouth. Just visit https://virtual.
plymouth.ac.uk

The team along with hands on support
from current student ambassadors,
can create a tailored schedule to suit
your needs. Whether this is to raise the
aspirations of your students, to look at
a particular subject tin depth, or spend
a dedicated day working on the UCAS
personal statement.

Further information can be found at
www.plymouth.ac.uk/pod

RESOURCES WEB PAGE
We are able to offer a range of
electronic resources to support students
and schools at a time to suit you. This
includes a series of digital documents
that you and your students may find of
use when considering their next steps,
including:
• an A–Z course guide
• Applying to Uni Guide
• UCAS and Personal Statement flyers
Further information can be found at
www.plymouth.ac.uk/virtualresources
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Campus Tours
Once a fortnight on Wednesdays, we
offer prospective students and their
parents and guardians, the chance
to come and take a look around our
campus on one of our guided campus
tours. Students will be shown around
by one of our student ambassadors,
who will talk about our campus, the
city and university life.
In order to book onto one of our
supervised tours please email
student.recruitment@plymouth.ac.uk.

Open Days
Normally in June we hold our mid-week
Open Day we welcome bookings from
school and college groups.

Campus Visits
The University of Plymouth invites you and your students to come and explore
our city centre campus. A visit to the University provides a valuable opportunity to
see our unique facilities through a guided campus tour, which includes our library,
accommodation and a newly refurbished Students’ Union.
Our dynamic campus and interactive sessions led by the team, alongside dedicated
support from current student ambassadors, will inspire your students within a
university setting. We can provide any of our talks, including interactive elements
within all sessions.
Should your students have a specific subject interest, we can host a campus visit that
is focused around a central theme. Your subject specific visit will include a talk from an
academic within that area of study.
You can book a campus visit within the team by emailing outreach@plymouth.ac.uk.
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The University’s Open Days can provide
students with an insight to the academic
and social aspects of life with Plymouth,
chat to current students and academic
staff and find out about our welfare and
support services.
To book a school group to attend the
June Open Day please email
outreach@plymouth.ac.uk.

Self-Guided Campus Tours
Our self-guided campus tours provide students with the chance to look around our
campus at their own pace. Visit us anytime between 9am and 4pm, Monday to Friday to
come and experience the campus.
You do not need to book to attend these tours; you can pick up the self-guided tour
book from main reception in our Roland Levinsky Building. There are places to stop
and grab a drink or bite to eat as your find your way around campus.
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Subject Specific Taster Days
Subject specific taster days revolve around a key degree course or set of courses.
We welcome those considering HE to gain a better insight into their selected degree
courses and to gather detailed information regarding career choices, graduate
opportunities, course availability and entry requirements.
Students will engage in interactive talks and demonstrations supported by academic
staff, providing them with the opportunity to ask any questions they may have.
Our range of taster days are open to both school groups and individual bookings. We
usually hold these days in November, for more information please visit
www.plymouth.ac.uk/study/outreach/taster-days
or email outreach@plymouth.ac.uk.

Student Shadowing Scheme
Each year in February, we offer students
the opportunity to shadow current
undergraduate students here at the
University. Our Student Shadowing
Scheme will provide your students
with the opportunity to fully immerse
themselves in the student experience.
Year 12, 13 and returning to study
students can familiarise themselves
with lectures, seminars and workshops,
as well as engaging with the variety of
different activities and events going on
around campus.
Student shadowing is a unique
experience where students will acquire
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a complete insight into the kinds of
course options that are open to them
in HE. It is perfect for those students
who are not sure which course is
right for them, are looking for that
extra experience to talk about in their
personal statement, or are just curious
about university and student life.
All accommodation and transport is
paid for, and on the day students are
entitled to a complimentary lunch.
Applications for the scheme usually
open in December, for more information
please visit
www.plymouth.ac.uk/study/outreach/
student-shadowing-scheme.
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Faculty of Arts, Humanities
and Business
The Faculty of Arts, Humanities and
Business offers a dynamic, creative
learning environment that nurtures talent
and enables staff and students to be
forward thinking and innovative.
We can offer outreach taster sessions in
the following subject areas:
• Art, Design and Architecture
• Humanities, Music and Performing
Arts
• Education
• Business
• Law, Criminology and Government

From performing on our House stage, to
immersing yourself in the world of virtual
reality, to exploring an interactive crime
scene, your students will get the chance
to explore a variety of career options
and push their creative instincts in a fun,
inspirational environment.
For more information or to sign
up for activities please email
FOABHoutreach@plymouth.ac.uk

Faculty of Science and
Engineering
Across the Faculty of Science and
Engineering, we offer a wide range
of outreach events, from larger
conferences such as our popular
Climate Change Conference, to
smaller subject specific webinars in
many of our subject areas. We are also
keen to highlight our brilliant Student
Ambassadors and offer shadowing
sessions throughout the year.
If you want to get in touch with us to plan
any specific events or activities, please
email: sciengoutreach@plymouth.ac.uk

In June each year, the Faculty run
the Arts, Humanities and Business
Showcase; you can bring your students
for a day of interactive activities.
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Faculty of Health
The Faculty of Health offer a diverse
range of sessions that have been
designed and created to give students
a valuable experience of what it takes to
work in the health and human science
sector.
Subject to academic and student
availability, we can offer the following
taster sessions:
• Dietetics
• Midwifery
• Nursing (Adult, Child Health
and Mental Health)
• Occupational Therapy
• Optometry
• Paramedicine
• Physiotherapy
• Podiatry
• Psychology
• Social Work

In October each year, we run the Health
Showcase where we invite schools
groups for a day of interactive activities.
Exploring activities within all the health
professions, students will also get the
chance to explore a variety of career
options within the field.
For more information regarding our
activities, please email
outreach@plymouth.ac.uk

Faculty of Health, Peninsula
Pathways to the Healthcare
Professions
Peninsula Pathways provides an
excellent opportunity to aspiring
medical, dental, dental therapy &
hygiene and biomedical students to
develop their skills and knowledge in
order to make an informed decision
about their future career and enhance
their university application.
We facilitate a wide range of workshops,
activities and events for students who
are considering university application.
e-Mentoring: This is an online resource
which enables students from Year 10
and above to be mentored by a current
Faculty of Health student ambassador
www.plymouth.ac.uk/study/outreach/
medicine-dentistry-biomedicalhealthcare/e-mentoring-scheme
Summer Work Experience programmes:
Our 5 day work experience programmes
allow students from Year 10 or above
to have a taster of what life is like as a
student here at the Faculty of Health
(places are limited).
www.plymouth.ac.uk/study/outreach/
medicine-dentistry-biomedicalhealthcare/work-experience
Peninsula Pathways to the Healthcare
Professions Programme: We offer
further support and guidance via
workshops and talks to potential
students in Years 11 – 13. Significant
engagement in the Peninsula Pathways
programme can be used as one of
the contextual widening participation
indicators if you are looking to apply
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to Peninsula Medical School (A100) or
Peninsula Dental School (A206) with AAB
grades at A level.
www.plymouth.ac.uk/study/outreach/
medicine-dentistry-biomedicalhealthcare/peninsula-pathwaysworkshops
Peninsula Pathways PLUS: Students who
successfully complete the Pathways
PLUS programme will be eligible to
apply to any of the medical schools
that are part of the UKWPMED scheme.
Successful completion of Pathways
PLUS can also be used as one of the
widening participation contextual
indicators for the lower offer criteria
for either the five year medicine (A100)
programme or the five year dental (A206)
programme.
www.plymouth.ac.uk/study/outreach/
medicine-dentistry-biomedicalhealthcare/pathways-plus
For further information about all our
schemes and activities, including
primary school engagement please
go to the link below. All our schemes
and activities are free of charge and
application forms can be accessed via
the University of Plymouth website.
www.plymouth.ac.uk/study/outreach/
medicine-dentistry-biomedicalhealthcare
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University of Plymouth
Facilities
THE HOUSE

MARINE BUILDING

IMMERSIVE VISION THEATRE

This exciting performing arts centre
plays a major role in nurturing emerging
talent as well as enriching the city’s
cultural provision. The House provides
a contemporary performance space
for theatre, dance and music. With
its 200 capacity sprung floor theatre,
rehearsal spaces and dressing rooms, it
provides an excellent touring venue for
Plymouth, attracting artists of national
and international standing.

Our Marine Building is an unmatched
facility where we can create waves
more than one metre high, exchange
knowledge for business innovation
and growth, create renewable energy
solutions and help the world adapt
to climate change. As a sustainable
University, the use of solar gain, natural
ventilation and rainwater harvesting are
all integrated into the building’s design.

The Immersive Vision Theatre (IVT)
provides an innovative digital theatre in
which viewers are immersed in imagery
projected onto the hemispherical dome.
Audiences can experience real and
imaginary environments at a variety of
temporary and spatial scales. The IVT
has quickly become a cross disciplinary
facility for teaching, research and
outreach, as well as increasingly
taking a leading role nationally
and internationally in research and
development for both educational and
commercial purposes. The IVT has also
proved an invaluable facility in fieldwork
preparation, by providing a real time
environment for students to explore.

MARINE STATION AND
COXSIDE WATERFRONT
The Marine Station is the University’s
base for marine expeditions and
includes a wet lab, seawater aquarium
and academic diving centre. This is a
landmark sustainable teaching and
research facility, set against the shores
of Plymouth Sound and nestled between
the National Marine Aquarium and
Queen Anne’s Battery.
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University of Plymouth
Partners
ROLAND LEVINSKY GALLERY
Roland Levinsky Gallery is our arts
and culture public programming
organisation service. One of its principal
aims is to deliver a programme of wideranging, high quality arts and cultural
experiences, informed by the expertise,
research and scholarship of its partners.
The year-round programme of activities
includes exhibitions, music, film,
public lectures, and theatre and dance
performances.

Roland Levinsky Gallery in our Roland
Levinsky Building is also available
for school group visits. These visits
will include tours of our exhibitions,
specialist education days and arts
workshops. By working with children
of all school ages we aim to fuel their
imagination and creativity, providing
them with a stimulating learning
experience that they won’t forget.
To get involved or to book a school
visit, please email
artsoutreach@plymouth.ac.uk
or call 01752 585036.

PARTNER COLLEGES
CHILDREN’S UNIVERSITY
Our work with Children’s University (CU)
offers opportunites to provide primary
schools and Year 7-9 students with
exciting new experiences in fun learning
environments.
CU aims to raise aspirations, boost
achievement and foster a love of
learning, so that young people can make
the most of their abilities and interests,
regardless of the background into which
they were born.

The University of Plymouth actively
works in partnership with a number of
Further Education Colleges from across
the South West and the Channel Islands.
Our valued partnerships with these
institutions provides an opportunity for
students to study degree level courses
in their locality or to attend specialist
courses that are not widely available
throughout the UK.
For more information about our
Partner Colleges please visit our
website or email
academicpartnerships@plymouth.ac.uk.

The CU Trust is managed through a
network of over 80 local Children’s
Universities in England – each one is
distinctive in character, responding
to the needs of the local community
within the quality assurance framework
of the CU Trust. Local CU centres are
usually a partnership between several
organisations, and membership is
managed at a school level.

Roland Levinsky Gallery
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The University of Plymouth is
responsible for the CU in Devon and
Cornwall.
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Drake Circus
Plymouth
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United Kingdom
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The University is
committed to the
promotion of equality and
diversity. If you require
this publication in an
alternative format, please
contact us on
+44 (0)1752 585858.
This publication went to print in
December 2020 which may be more
than two years before the start of
your programme. Every effort has
been made to ensure the accuracy
of the information in this publication.
However, as our programmes and
services are regularly reviewed and
updated, some details may change.
We would advise you to check our
website at www.plymouth.ac.uk
for the latest information.

