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WELCOME
An engineer with a passion
for renewable energy; an
environmental scientist
conducting fieldwork in
Malaysia; a 3D designer creating
inspirational, sustainable
products for the health sector.
Whatever their calling, students
at the University of Plymouth can
choose from a range of highquality degrees designed to grow
academic knowledge, develop
critical thinking and hone skills
for the global market.

opportunities that we offer our
students, and on degrees that
have career employability at
their core.

We’re a university that is just a little
bit different. We’re ranked as one
of the top two modern universities
in the country by Times Higher
Education, but at the same time,
our heritage dates back more than
150 years. We have a vibrant city
centre campus and we provide
opportunities to connect with the
stunning natural environment of
the South West.

Professor Judith Petts CBE,
Vice-Chancellor

Our aim is for all of our students to
become global citizens and we do
everything to prepare them for a
successful future. I am passionate
about the student experience
we provide here at Plymouth, in
Britain’s Ocean City, and we look
forward to welcoming your son
or daughter to our University.

Many of the academic staff
you will meet are engaged
in internationally recognised
research. And we pride ourselves
on the learning facilities and life
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WHY HIGHER
EDUCATION?
Completing an
undergraduate degree is a
big decision to make and a
life-changing experience.

74.3% of

†D
 epartment for Education
Graduate labour market
statistics 2016, April 2017
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THEIR INDEPENDENCE
AND ENHANCE THEIR
SELF CONFIDENCE

“Reflecting on my first year at university,
I can safely say it was the wisest decision
I have ever made; my only regret is that I
didn’t do it sooner.”

Julie, BSc (Hons) Dietetics student

OUTCOMES SIX MONTHS AFTER GRADUATION‡

5.1% 4.5% 1.8%

Unemployed,
including those
due to start work

graduates were
in employment
six months after graduating.
Only 5.1% were unemployed
– the lowest rate since the
1979 survey.*
*W
 hat do graduates do?’
2018 https://luminate.
prospects.ac.uk/what-dograduates-do

INCREASE

University graduates could earn
on average £9,500 more a year
than non-graduates; on top of
that, they have a 16.9% greater
likelihood of being employed †

Graduate benefits include
improved career prospects,
increased earning potential,
improvement of key life skills,
higher levels of independence
and making new friends for life.

BECOME AN
EXPERT IN
THEIR FIELD

They can meet new people
and find new interests

“You quickly become adjusted
to university life and the only real
difference I would say in terms of
education when compared to school
is that it is a lot more independent.”

Nina, BA (Hons) Fine Art
and Art History student

Allows students access to

world-class facilities
and research

5.4%

Other

Working
overseas

55.2%
Working full
time in the UK

Working and
studying

11.9%

Working part
time in the UK

16.1%
Further study

FIRST-DEGREE GRADUATES FROM ALL SUBJECTS 2018
‘What do graduates do?’ 2018 https://luminate.prospects.ac.uk/what-do-graduates-do

‡
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CAMPUS FACILITIES
Here is just a glimpse into
our city centre campus:
1. Charles Seale-Hayne Library
The library provides access to
approximately 500,000 books and
multimedia items, 14,000 current
journal subscriptions, and a variety
of different study environments,
including open-access computing
available all year round.
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2. The Marine Building
This facility houses some of the
most advanced testing facilities
in deep-water wave tanks, a
ship simulator, laboratories and
support space for both the School
of Biological and Marine Sciences
and the School of Engineering.
3. The House
The University’s state-of-the-art
performing arts centre is both a
specialist teaching and learning
environment, and a touring venue
for the city. The House has technical
facilities to rival the best university
theatre provision in the UK.
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4. Marine Station
Located on the shores of Plymouth
Sound, this seafront facility
supports teaching and research
across the full breadth of our
marine and environmental science
and engineering courses.

5. Roland Levinsky Building
This award-winning building
houses the Faculty of Arts and
Humanities, and The Arts Institute
– the University’s arts and culture
organisation. It comes complete
with lecture theatres, a cinema,
specialist art and design studios,
a public art gallery, a 255-seat
theatre for performances and a
café providing views over the city.

6. Drake’s Place
Beautifully restored to its former
glory, the Green Flag accredited
Drake’s Place gardens and
reservoir is a hub for public events
and activities. This award-winning
community space is a calm and
relaxing oasis amid the whirl of
campus life.
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CITY LIFE

Boasting perhaps the finest natural location of any city
in the UK, Plymouth is defined by its dazzling natural
waterfront and deep water harbour. The city plays host to
a rich variety of marinas, restaurants and waterfront cafés,
ensuring a vibrant and lively atmosphere all year round.
Eating
A wide variety of eating options
are available – from the quick,
affordable noodle bars, and
classic fish and chips, to
mainstream restaurants. The café
culture is thriving, with some
establishments open 24 hours,
where a great cup of coffee is
readily available.
Shopping
An award-winning shopping
centre* means Plymouth has big
name stores, helping keep choice
high and cost low. Independent,
vintage and retro shops are
dotted throughout the city, and
food markets – stacked with local
produce – are held regularly.

“Aside from the University,
Plymouth is a truly gorgeous
place. The compactness of
the city creates a perfect
contrast; one minute you’re
in the hustle-bustle of a city
centre, and two minutes
later you find yourself in the
serenity of the Hoe.”
Lauren, LLB (Hons) Law student

Culture and events
As the cultural hub of the South
West, Plymouth boasts a vibrant
arts and cultural programme, and
has attracted major international
events such as the America’s
Cup, British Art Show 7, MTV
Ocean City Sounds, the Plymouth
Festival of Words and the British
Fireworks Championships. The
city houses one of the most
successful regional theatres in the
country – Theatre Royal Plymouth
– producing West End successes
such as Matilda and The Lion King,
and has hosted visits by the Royal
Shakespeare Company alongside
a selection of European opera and
ballet companies.
*REVO – ACE Awards 2017
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EXPLORE DEVON
AND CORNWALL

Students in Plymouth
have the opportunity
to explore the stunning
beaches and beautiful
countryside Devon and
Cornwall have to offer.
Beaches
Devon and Cornwall’s surrounding
coastline boasts everything from
cosy villages and coves to vast
Atlantic-facing strands of golden
sand, rural peace and first-class
beaches – all just a stone’s throw
from the city.
10

Water sports

Day trips

The South West is one of the
country’s best locations for
water sports. The spectacular
Plymouth Sound is only a mile
from campus, where people
kayak, surf, sail and swim!
Beginners to water sports can take
advantage of the Mount Batten
Centre and South West SUP (stand
up paddleboarding), which offer
lessons.

On lecture-free days there are so
many things to do both indoors
and outdoors. A boat trip on the
Cawsand Ferry takes you on a
30-minute journey across the bay
to Cornish beachside villages.
The Cremyll Ferry travels across
the River Tamar, highlighting the
amazing views of Mount Edgcumbe
and the Royal William Yard.

A short road trip away is the
largest indoor rainforest in the
world at the Eden Project, with its
huge crater of incredible plants
and gardens on view. Only 30
minutes’ drive from the University
campus is Dartmoor National
Park. The surrounding landscape
has stunning views, awe-inspiring
granite tors, deep wooded valleys
with fast-flowing rivers, and
rugged, wide-open spaces.
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STUDENT SHOWCASE

James,
BDS Dental Surgery student
Circumstances made me choose
Plymouth, but in a way, I feel Plymouth
actually chose me. The University saw
something in me and I got a place
on the BDS Dental Surgery course –
they believed in me from the start.
From my interview, to my first few
days, all the way to completing year 3,
I have felt valued and respected. The
staff are really down to earth. They
want to make you the best dentist and
the best person behind the uniform.
Becoming a dentist is about the clinical
and technical side of things. It is
also about growing as a person – my
confidence, my communication skills.
Half of it is managing yourself, and the
other half is managing your patients.
Plymouth helps us get ready for this.
12

Shahana,
BSc (Hons) Economics student
Being a first-year student and
leaving school for university
has been one of the biggest
changes in my life, and the most
significant thing for me is the
level of independence. During
the whole whirlwind of starting
university, I have already learnt
so much. Through meeting new
people from all over the world
and gaining independence, I
feel as though I am becoming
more comfortable in myself.
When I break down everything
that’s happened so far,
I’m certain university was
the right choice for me.
Plymouth has a good balance
of the things that I want in an
area. With the sea on one side
and the countryside on the
other, the surrounding location
is one of the University’s
greatest strengths. Perhaps
the best part about staying in
the city I have grown up in is
that I know the place inside out
and have my friends and family
with me along the journey.
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TRANSITION TO
UNIVERSITY
The transition from school or college to university can be
a big jump, but there are lots of tools to help your son or
daughter along the way.
There is a University of Plymouth app for keeping on top of emails and
timetables, study skills sessions integrated into the first semester, and
the PAL (Peer Assisted Learning) scheme, where new students can get
help from current students.
University helps to develop so many transferable skills, including:
• Time management – your son or daughter is provided with a lot of
free time around lectures, and they have to organise how they use
this time best to complete their research and coursework.
• Independent learning – many employers are seeking to recruit
adaptable, autodidactic learners who actively seek to learn more.
This doesn’t mean your son or daughter is alone; regular office
hours for course-related drop-ins are built into many courses so that
students can get one-to-one feedback and assistance from lecturers
and personal tutors.
• Confidence – your son or daughter is taught a huge amount
on their course. Modules and assessments are designed
to provide in-depth feedback and ensure that students are
encouraged to present their ideas with confidence and pride.
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Some tips for parents
Going to university can seem a little overwhelming, but there are plenty
of ways for both students and parents to get involved:
• Attend events such as open
days and applicant days. These
are a great opportunity to talk
with university representatives
and explore the campus.
• Ask questions! Try to get an
understanding of what your son
or daughter will be studying,
especially if it’s something
you’re not familiar with.

• Encourage your son or
daughter to get involved in
events and societies.
Explore some of the websites
offering more information:
www.gov.uk/student-finance
www.ucas.com
www.plymouth.ac.uk/study/
parents-guide
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The University will be holding
autumn Open Days.

APPLICANT
TIMELINE

Find out more:
www.plymouth.ac.uk/opendays

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2019

Complete UCAS form and
submit before the deadline
on 15 January.

Your son/daughter is
invited to our Applicant
Day, or an interview if
they hold an offer with
us. They should keep a
lookout for our offer pack
and keep an eye on their
UCAS Track account.

The University
holds a spring
Open Day.

AP
RIL

20

Applications for most courses in
medicine and dentistry should
be submitted to UCAS before the
deadline on 15 October.

DEC
EM
B
9
201
ER

Research and choose
their course and up to five
universities. Write the first draft
of their personal statement,
register with UCAS and begin
their online application.

NOVEMBER 2019

20

JUNE 2019

20
20

MARCH 2020
Reply to all offers — firm, insurance or
decline – and respond to any requests
for further information outlined in
the offer letter. If in doubt, email
admissions@plymouth.ac.uk

FEBRUARY 2020
Begin the process of applying for
university accommodation. See our
website for further details:
www.plymouth.ac.uk/
accommodation

JA N

UA

RY

UCAS deadline 15 January.
Student Finance opens.
Make an application to
Student Finance — your son/
daughter does not need an
offer to start this process.
www.gov.uk/ studentfinance

JU

N

E

The University
hosts a summer
Open Day.
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20

20

AUGUST 2020

SEPTEMBER 2020

A level results and Clearing. Your son/daughter needs to
check UCAS Track to see the status of their application. If the
entry requirements have not been met, they should contact
the university as soon as possible.

ENROL AT UNIVERSITY
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OPEN DAYS AND
CAMPUS TOURS
Come and visit us
The best way to find out what the University has to offer is to visit
us. Come along to one of our open days and explore the University
and the city, and find out why Plymouth is an excellent place for
your son or daughter to be a student. We encourage students
to attend with their parents or guardians as we understand
how important they are in the decision-making process.
On our open day, you can:
• get a more in-depth look
at the course your son or
daughter is interested in

• ask current students about
their experiences

• find out more about our
facilities, and support
for students

• attend sessions on finance,
budgeting and completing
your son or daughter’s
personal statement

• take a tour of the city
and campus
• learn more about the range
of additional skills and career
opportunities we provide to
ensure your son or daughter’s
success in their chosen career
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• view our student
accommodation

• Engage with our passionate
academics. Their expertise
and insight will prove
valuable to get a deeper
understanding of the course.

Visit us
Your son or daughter can book their place
and view our open day videos by visiting
www.plymouth.ac.uk/opendays
Can’t make one of our open days? Book onto one
of our fortnightly Wednesday campus tours.
19

ACADEMIC SHOWCASE
In the Queen’s 2018 New Year Honours list, Professor
Richard Thompson was awarded an OBE for ‘services to marine
science’. His globally significant research focuses on the
effects of ‘microplastic’ debris in the marine environment, the
modification of coastal engineering to enhance biodiversity,
and the ecology and conservation of shallow water habitats.
He has contributed to government legislation on single-use carrier
bags and the use of ‘microbeads’ in cosmetics, and given evidence to
parliamentary inquiries in which one politician referred to him as “the
godfather of ‘microplastic’ research”.
What has been your proudest
teaching moment?
There are many, but watching
a class of students graduate is
certainly up there. It’s also very
rewarding to see so many of our
students getting the research they
have done as part of their degree
published in international peerreviewed journals.
Why did you choose to teach
at Plymouth?
Plymouth chose me.
Why is contact time with students
so important?
There is no substitute for
face-to-face interaction to
facilitate learning.
20

What advice would you give to
students considering studying at
the University of Plymouth?
Look at the research published
by the staff who lead and teach
on the course; if their research
interests and inspires you then it’s
a very good indication you have
identified the right place to study
your chosen subject!

Professor Richard
Thompson OBE
Associate Dean (Research)
Director, Marine Institute
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STUDENT SUPPORT
SERVICES
HEALTH AND
WELLBEING
We know how important it is
to look after your health and
wellbeing at university. The
Learning Gateway offers a
range of helpful services to
support students through
their academic journey.
Learning Development helps
students meet the academic
demands of higher education so
they can get the most out of their
studying and learning. Through
our one-to-one and small group
tutorials, taught sessions, Writing
Café and online resources, we
provide advice and support on all
academic areas.
Student Counselling gives
students the chance to book a
confidential consultation with one
of our professional counsellors.
They help to develop effective
coping strategies and life skills
for any issues affecting their time
at university.
22

S.P.A.C.E - The Wellbeing Café is
open to all students who may be
feeling anxious or isolated. They
can come along, have a drink and
a chat with our friendly staff.
Our Mental Health Support
Drop In offers students help and
guidance if their mental health is
having a serious impact on their
life at university.
Disability Services offer students
advice and guidance on disability,
including help with study
requirements and the Disabled
Students’ Allowance.
The LGBT Society aims to have
fun while also raising and
addressing important issues. An
LGBT Campaigns Chair is elected
by members of the Students’
Union and has a seat in the
Student Parliament.

For more information about
any of our support services, please visit:
www.plymouth.ac.uk//learning-gateway
The Writing Café is an informal
and friendly place where students
can work with our Student Writing
Mentors on developing their writing.
De-stress with mindfulness
practice - our popular Mindfulness
drop-in sessions are run
throughout the year.

Our Multi-Faith Chaplaincy is open
to everyone on campus, whether
you follow a faith or just want to
meet new people in a friendly,
social space.
The Listening Post is a drop in
service for students, staffed by
trained volunteers 10.00 - 16.00
Monday - Friday.
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STAFF SHOWCASE
Tell us a bit about your job.
I manage a team of mental health
specialists including counsellors,
social workers and occupational
therapists all of whom are
passionate about helping
students to overcome barriers to
achieving a successful and happy
life at University of Plymouth.
For me, it is important that all
students are able to access
support as soon as possible
and, in addition to, our formal
counselling and mental health
services, we have a set of
trained listeners, available each
weekday in term time, to see any
student without the need for an
appointment. I am proud that we
offer direct support to any student
when they really need it.
What happens when a student
visits Student Wellbeing Services?
All students coming to see us
will receive a warm and friendly
welcome. No problem is too small
or too big and we will not judge
anyone. What we will do, is work
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supportively with a student to
figure out a way of resolving the
thing that is getting in the way of
them feeling fulfilled and secure.
We want students to flourish at
Plymouth and we will do our best
to make this happen.
What three things would you
say to students thinking about
approaching your services?
Come and see us as soon as you
feel worried about anything, the
earlier you come and seek support,
the sooner you will feel better.
Counselling works! Research
and experience shows that
counselling helps students
achieve in both their personal life
and in their studies.
Help is here – please do not bottle
things up. We will always be glad
to see you and glad that you have
sought support.

Anne Bentley
Student Counselling
Team Leader
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FEES AND FUNDING
Tuition fees

Scholarships and bursaries

• 	Our undergraduate fee for
the academic year 2019–20 is
£9,250 per annum for Home/EU
students*.

We offer a range of scholarships
and bursaries to help students
fund their studies. In addition,
we offer a University Financial
Support Fund for students. This
fund ensures that students
with the greatest need have
access to both additional
financial support and other
appropriate support services.

• 	Most Home/EU students are
eligible for a loan to cover their
fees, and if their application to
the Student Loans Company is
approved, they won’t need to
pay upfront **.
• 	Students don’t need to repay
a penny to the Student Loans
Company until they’re earning
over £25,725 per year (with effect
from 6th April 2019). Repayments
vary according to personal
circumstances.
• 	For instructions on how to pay
fees and details of non-standard
fees, please visit:
www.plymouth.ac.uk/fees

Covering living costs
If your son/daughter is studying
full time, they’re eligible to
apply for a living cost loan.
This is to help fund day-to-day
spending, such as food, travel
and accommodation costs.
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Budgeting
As the loan is paid in three instalments, it is up to your son
or daughter to budget for this so they don’t get caught out!
Our current students have suggested the following
budgeting tips to help them out:

1

DON’T SPLASH OUT TOO MUCH
on academic books in the first
year – look out for second-year
students selling their old books.

2

If you struggle to keep tabs on
how much you’re spending, then a
BUDGETING APP could be helpful.

Some of our courses qualify for
other forms of support. Please
visit our website for more details.

3

A PART-TIME JOB can be a great
experience if you can manage your
time well while you’re studying.

For the most up-to-date fees and
funding information, including
information for international
students, please visit: www.
plymouth.ac.uk/fees

4

Try NOT TO EAT OUT TOO OFTEN
but when you do, always try to use
vouchers and discount codes.

5

Download the UNIDAYS APP and buy a
16–25 RAILCARD as this will save you lots
of money when travelling and shopping.

6

Don’t knock SUPERMARKET BASICS until
you’ve tried them; rather than buying
branded foods, go for cheaper alternatives.

7

Have a SEPARATE ACCOUNT for
your loan and rent so you can see
what you’re spending your money
on and what’s going in and out.

* Fees are subject to increases. The
fees shown are correct at the time of
going to print, and the course pages
on the website should be checked for
the most up-to-date fee information for
2020 entry.
**This information was correct
at the time of April 2019. For the
latest information, visit https://
www.plymouth.ac.uk/students-andfamily/eu-referendum-outcome
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CAREERS AND
EMPLOYABILITY
Where will your degree take your son or daughter? The Careers &
Employability Service is here to give careers guidance throughout their
university experience. It also continues to help them for three years
after they graduate, so your son or daughter won’t be on their own
when it comes to that exciting time of starting their career!
What the service can help with:

How they do it:

•	Career planning advice
• postgraduate study options
• job searches
•	placement and work-based
learning opportunities
• CV and application support
•	interview and assessment
centre advice
•	support with extra-curricular
activities.

•	employability and placement
drop-in sessions
•	one-to-one appointments
•	workshops and skills
development sessions
•	career sessions as part of their
timetable
•	events bringing employers to
campus from a wide range of
sectors and industries who want
to recruit Plymouth graduates.

Students will have access to myCareer; our innovative online system,
supporting development of skills and careers. This service gives access to:
•	Individual careers appointments to support students in identifying
opportunities to get involved in and help with career planning.
•	Hundreds of vacancies, from part-time work to fit around their
studies, to summer internships and graduate vacancies.
•	A wide range of workshops and activities to help develop
employability skills. These include mock interviews and a variety
of skill sessions from job searching to enhancing their CV.

RATED IN THE
TOP 15 BEST
UNIVERSITIES FOR
CAREER SERVICES
IN 2017
StudentCrowd University Careers
Service Winners 2017
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ACADEMIC SHOWCASE
What has been your proudest
teaching moment?
It’s at graduation each year when
I see the faces on our graduates,
many of whom I have taught, as
they come up and receive their
degree certificates.
Why did you choose to
teach at Plymouth?
I was impressed by its drive
and energy, its commitment to
research and to focus on students.
I love the sea and so having the
opportunity to live and work in
a wonderful part of the country
really appealed to me.
Why is contact time with
students so important?
Students are the reason we are
here – I love seeing them develop
from being an enthusiastic
student into a health professional
who can provide high-quality,
evidence-based care, and
being awarded a degree that
means so much to them.
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What advice would you give to
students considering studying at
the University of Plymouth?
I’d strongly encourage them
to make the most of the
opportunities that are on offer at
school-, faculty- or University-wide
levels. Their education is much
more than just attending classes;
they will make new friends, receive
fantastic teaching, and be able to
learn new skills, and this can all be
achieved while living in a beautiful
part of the UK.

Professor Bridie Kent
Executive Dean
Faculty of Health
and Human Sciences
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ACCOMMODATION
Living in halls is an ideal way for
your son or daughter to build
lifelong friendships and adjust
to university life in a supportive
environment during their first year.
The Accommodation Services
team is based on the campus and
organises our ‘Residence Life’
programme of events to ensure
that all members of our community
make the most of halls living.
University-managed
Halls of Residence
We have a wide variety of
University-managed halls of
residence that offer a safe and
friendly environment to our
students. Our halls are located
on campus or within the nearby
student village, which is a couple
of minutes’ walk from the
University’s facilities and nearby
city-centre amenities. Our
University-managed halls are
accredited under parliamentapproved codes of practice.
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WE GUARANTEE A
PLACE IN HALLS – EITHER

UNIVERSITY-MANAGED

OR FROM ACCREDITED
PRIVATE PROVIDERS – TO
ALL UNDERGRADUATE

FIRST-YEAR STUDENTS

WHO MAKE PLYMOUTH
THEIR FIRM FIRST CHOICE
AND APPLY BEFORE THE

DEADLINE STATED ON
THE WEBSITE.

Bookings are made on a first
come, first served basis, and your
hall of residence and room type
will normally be confirmed within
72 hours. Once this is complete,
your son or daughter can meet
their new neighbours through our
dedicated social media groups and
make like-minded friends before
they arrive.

Be part of a thriving community

Accommodation

Students who choose Universitymanaged halls enjoy a range
of benefits. These include a
programme of social activities
and trips throughout the year,
special offers in campus cafés and
exclusive resident competitions.
They’ll meet our friendly Hall
Volunteers on arrivals day; they’re
on hand evenings and weekends
to offer any help you need or
provide a cup of tea and a chat.

Living in halls is an ideal way for
your son or daughter to build
lifelong friendships and adjust
to university life in a supportive
environment during their first year.
The Accommodation Team is here
to help them enjoy their time living
in our halls community.
 PlymouthUniAccommodation/
 @PlymUniResLife
 @plymunireslife
For further details, including prices:
www.plymouth.ac.uk/accommodation
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VISIT US
Getting here
It’s easy to get here! You can find our campus in the heart of Plymouth,
and we’re well connected by road and rail to the rest of the country.
By coach
The new Plymouth coach station
is in the city centre, about two
minutes’ walk from the campus,
offering daily coach services from
major cities to Plymouth. A typical
coach trip from London Victoria to
Plymouth takes about five-and-ahalf hours.
By rail
Plymouth railway station is just
a few minutes’ walk from campus.
A regular train service from
London Paddington to Plymouth
takes around three to four-anda-quarter hours. Other direct
services head to Plymouth from
across the South West, South
Wales, the Midlands, the North
and Scotland.
Find out more about visiting
Britain’s Ocean City on our
website:
www.plymouth.ac.uk/
your-university/visit
34

By car
Plymouth is easily reached by
following the M5 motorway
and then continuing on the A38
Expressway via Exeter. It takes
about four-and-a-half hours from
London to Plymouth.
Sat nav ref: PL4 8AA.
Air links
Rail and coach services connect
Plymouth to the regional airports
of Exeter, Newquay and Bristol.
There are also transport links to
Plymouth from London Heathrow
Airport and London Gatwick
Airport.
Parking
There are plenty of car parks in the
city centre within walking distance
of the University. The ‘Park and
Ride’ service is also a good option
if you’re travelling by car. Services
run Monday to Saturday from
three locations around the city.
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STUDENT STORY

Zoe Waring,
BSc (Hons) Ocean Science
and Marine Conservation

Could you withstand extreme
weather conditions and survive
in darkness? Live with isolation,
cut off from the world, with no
mobile phone? Swim through
ice as part of your day job? Well,
Ocean Science graduate Zoe
Waring does this for a living
in Antarctica.

When I began studying and saw
this job advertised I never imagined
I would get the chance to do it. But
the idea stuck with me. As I gained
my HSE professional SCUBA and other
certificates in my second year, I began
to realise it was possible. An opportunity
followed through one of my lecturers, to
help with research in the Southern Ocean
on one of the British Antarctic Survey ships,
the RRS James Clark Ross, and this confirmed
my ambition.

36
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UNIVERSITY
JARGON BUSTER
Here are some of the phrases
you’re likely to come across
while researching universities
and courses:
Campus university – a university
with all of the facilities and
teaching spaces in one place
rather than spread across the city.
Alumni – students who have
graduated from a degree;
our graduates are University
of Plymouth alumni.
BA (Bachelor of Arts) –
an undergraduate degree
awarded for a course in an artsrelated subject.
BEd (Bachelor of Education) –
an undergraduate degree
awarded for a course in teaching.
BSc (Bachelor of Science) –
an undergraduate degree
awarded for a course in a sciencerelated subject.
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BEng (Bachelor of Engineering) –
an undergraduate degree awarded
in an engineering related subject.
Fresher – an informal name for a
first year student.
Seminar – a discussion that takes
place in a classroom setting in
small groups.
Faculty – a community of
students, academics and other
staff members who are grouped
together for teaching, research
and administrative purposes.
School – Each faculty is made up
of schools which house a diverse
range of courses.
Semester – a university
teaching term.

USEFUL LINKS
UCAS points table*

Many universities, including
Plymouth, use UCAS
points to measure their
entry requirements. It can
be difficult translating
your son or daughter’s
grades into these points,
so we’ve made this handy
table to help you quickly
count up the points.

56

A*

D*

48

A

D

40

B

32

C

24

D

20
16

M

A
E

B

12

C

10

D

6

E

P

ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES
www.ucas.com
www.university.which.co.uk
www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk
www.plymouth.ac.uk

*New BTEC National Awards are
being phased in between 2016 and
2019. Please speak to your school
or college for more information or
refer to the BTEC website at
https://qualifications.pearson.com
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University of Plymouth
Drake Circus
Plymouth
Devon PL4 8AA
United Kingdom

The University is committed to the
promotion of equality and diversity.
If you require this publication in an
alternative format, please contact
us on
+44 (0)1752 585858.

 +44 (0)1752 585858
 admissions@plymouth.ac.uk
 www.plymouth.ac.uk

This publication went to print in April 2019,
which may be more than two years before
the start of your course. Every effort has
been made to ensure the accuracy of the
information in this publication. However,
as our courses and services are regularly
reviewed and updated, some details
may change. We advise you to check our
website at
www. plymouth.ac.uk for the latest
information.

