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Welcome to the spring 2019 edition of the geography
newsletter. The cover photo was taken at the popular
Geography Society Winter Ball just before Christmas.
Back in the autumn we had a very successful fieldtrip
to Bath and the West of England, and fieldwork
planning is now firmly underway for final year trips to
the USA, Australia and Iceland later this year.
We hope that you enjoy reading the latest updates
and news from our students and staff and sharing in
these achievements.

Dr Alan Smith
Editor | Admissions Tutor
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Students return from fieldwork in Bath and the West of England
First year students returned from fieldwork in Bath and the West of England in October 2018. This weeklong residential trip allows students to get to know each other and their lecturers as they settle into
their new degree programmes in Plymouth. The trip also allows students to practice geography research
techniques in the field to prepare them for the years ahead.
Second and final year students are busy preparing to head to Brittany, Ireland, Australia, the USA and Iceland
across the spring/summer of 2019. Look out for their updates in the next edition of our newsletter.

Assessing the landscape from the top of Glastonbury Tor, Somerset on the Bath fieldtrip.

Upcoming joint public and Royal Geographical Society lecture at Plymouth…
Mark Blacksell public lecture:

Guerrilla Geography
Daniel Raven-Ellison
5pm, 13 February 2019
Lecture Theatre 2, Roland Levinsky Building
In this thought-provoking and challenging public lecture, Daniel will share his guide to Guerrilla
Geography. Giving examples of radical, alternative and creative public geographies, Daniel will
explain what guerrilla geography is, why it's important and how it's at the heart of the movement
he started to make London the world's first National Park City. He'll also cover waterboarding
championships, using mind-reading devices to explore cities and his recent 100 metre microexpedition that will change the way you think about the UK forever.
This event is open to all member of the public and no booking is required. For information on
events at the university see https://www.plymouth.ac.uk/whats-on
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Summer placement success
Amber Elliot-Jarvis			
(Year 2, BSc Geography with Ocean Science)
"I spent this Summer working as an Education
Assistant/Beach Ranger at The Marine Biological
Association, visiting a number of Plymouth
primary schools giving assemblies about our
oceans. Throughout the summer, the beach
ranger team and I ran three events a week
for local children to attend! And if that wasn't
exciting enough, towards the end of the summer
I was offered an internship role with the
communications department, where I now work
as the Editorial Assistant of The Marine Biologist
magazine, and Communications Assistant,
alongside all my university work.
It was a fully packed summer, and I'm maintaining
a busy schedule, but I am so glad for the
opportunities I have been given since being in
Plymouth and am really excited for the future!"

Amber chatting to local MP Luke Pollard (photo © 2018
Marine Biological Association, all rights reserved).

Honorary Plymouth Geography doctorate awarded to Dr Rita Gardner CBE
In September 2018 we were delighted to award Dr Rita Gardner an honorary doctorate at our graduation
ceremony. Rita stood down as director of the Royal Geographical Society (RGS) after 22 years. During this
time she increased both the reach and value of the RGS as well as ensured that geography remains important
in government policy and in school curriculums. Rita was previously awarded a CBE in the 2003 Queen’s New
Year’s Honours, and this latest award further recognises Rita’s exceptional service to geography and particularly
her support for student geographers and the next generation and future of our discipline.
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Across the River – showcasing PhD
Research on river ferries
A giant fish tank containing circling sharks and rays
provided the unusual setting for a presentation by
Geography PhD student Eva McGrath on her
research into the river ferries of south west England.
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Eva’s presentation introduced her research
project which explores the extent to which
individuals and communities are shaped by
the river which runs through places; how the
space of the river is narrated, crossed over and
imagined on a ferry; and the networks, identities
and relations which emerge on either bankside.
She is supervised by Dr Nichola Harmer and
Professor Richard Yarwood.
She explained how she has used ‘reflection cards’
to gather the views and feelings of over three
hundred passengers on their ferry journeys. The
cards provide statistical data about passengers
travelling on three river ferries in Devon and
Cornwall and they prompt passengers to
creatively share their experiences of the river
crossing through pictures and text. Eva shared
the wealth of data she has gathered so far, which
includes detailed drawings, poems, jokes, songs,
memories and personal reflections.

The spectacular Atlantic reef tank auditorium provided the
setting for the event.
Eva was invited to discuss her ongoing research as
part of a public engagement event, “Pints, Pies and
PhDs”, at the National Marine Aquarium, curated by
Professor John Spicer of the University of Plymouth’s
Marine Biology Department.
The theme of the evening was inherently watery,
with other speakers including PhD researchers
Imogen Napper on microplastics, Nils Piechaud
on the use of robots in exploring and mapping the
seabed, and Tom Stamp tracking the GPS movements
of sea bass in the Salcombe estuary.

Eva engages in debate with Professor John Spicer of the
University of Plymouth’s Marine Biology Department.

Eva’s research also includes interviews with ferry
travellers, ferry crew and people living in the
local communities to gain a better understanding
of the role played by ferries in bringing bankside
communities together across the water.
The intention of the evening was to share PhD
research with a wide public audience. Both the
location of the evening, and the researchers’
different angles - from the technological to the
scientific, and from the personal to the political
- revealed the richness and diversity of PhD
research into river and marine environments.
The National Marine Aquarium’s event organiser
was delighted with the success of the evening,
and intends to continue hosting researchers from
the university.

The contributors gather for a post event team photo.
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Studying abroad: University of
Nebraska-Lincoln, USA
Amelia Oke 					
(BSc Geography with International Relations)
"My name is Amelia and I am a stage 2
Geography and International Relations student
currently studying abroad at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL) in the USA. I chose
Nebraska because I wanted to experience
something different. I have previously visited
both coasts in the US but had never been to the
mid-west. I wanted to go somewhere where the
geography and politics are different to Plymouth
and I have certainly found that in Nebraska.
What drew me specifically to UNL was the
community on campus and, of course, the
football. Nebraska takes football very seriously
and is what the state is known for. Memorial
Stadium is where the Nebraska Cornhuskers play
and on gameday the stadium holds up to 90,000
people. The whole University and city come
out to watch the games and it creates a great
atmosphere around campus.
Since arriving at the University I knew I wanted
to get involved as much as I could to make
friends and to make the most of this experience.
I am now a part of the Greek community
on campus, joining a sorority called Pi Alpha
Chi. I have also made it onto the University’s
competitive figure skating team and am looking
forward to the upcoming season where we will
travel the mid-west for competitions.
Gameday at Memorial Stadium, UNL.

Me (top right) and my friends before a football game
I have really enjoyed my classes at Nebraska so far. I
wanted to take classes that gave me the opportunity
to learn more about the place I am studying in. For
example one of the classes I am taking this semester
is ‘US Foreign Policy’, and next semester I plan on
taking a ‘Historical Geography of the Great Plains’
class. Studying abroad has already given me so many
experiences and opportunities and I highly encourage
other students to think about studying abroad during
their time at University."
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GeogSoc News
The Geography Society began the academic year
with a committee full of fresh faces and even fresher
ideas. The society was left in a really positive position
by the previous committee and we look forward to
planning more events and raising more money for
charity throughout the coming months, in the hope
of another hugely successful year.

winning 17-3 against Business and 25-19 against
Medicine and Dentistry. We also participated
in an extremely competitive friendly against the
University of Plymouth Superleague Team, which
was an unfortunate 19-14 loss but showed huge
improvements as a team since the start of the
season.

In October, GeogSoc carried out a Waterfront Clean
at The Hoe in partnership with Plymouth Beach
Clean Volunteering and Surfers Against Sewage.
Plastic pollution is such a current and pressing
matter in the world at the moment, and it was a
great opportunity to get students out into Plymouth
to clean up the area we live in and do our bit to
help save our oceans. Not only was it rewarding
stress-relief being out in the fresh air and helping
the environment, it was also a great experience
for students to add to their CVs and helps boost
employability. A second beach clean is being
planned for the new semester, as we understand
the importance of keeping the members involved in
the society and acting conscientiously towards the
environment.

GeogSoc FC play in two intramural leagues
this year on Wednesday afternoons and Sunday
mornings. The boys have a very strong side,
gelling as a team from the outset and giving their
best game regardless of the weather. Currently
they sit 2nd in both leagues, setting them up well
for the new year to come out on top.

The GeogSoc FC team.

The beach cleaners gather on Plymouth Hoe.

GeogSoc FC have been participating in
Movember, raising an astounding £521 for a
brilliant cause and all are extremely proud of
their efforts. GeogSoc also hosted a charity
netball tournament versus the lecturers as we
think it’s important to engage outside the lecture
theatre in a more relaxed environment. All
proceeds of this event went to Plymouth based
recovery charity called Shekinah.

This year GeogSoc have a netball team and a football
team, both of which are entered into the intramural
leagues run through the Students' Union. The netball
team have had a slow start to the season due to a
few fixtures being cancelled, nonetheless the fixtures
that have been played were a significant success

Nicky Harmer on the attack for the staff team.
The GeogSoc netball team.
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So far this year we have hosted two extremely
successful socials, White T-Shirt and First
Name Basis. These socials have been excellent
opportunities for freshers to not only interact
with their coursemates but also students from
other years, allowing them to make friends in an
informal setting. We try to arrange socials around
deadlines, so it gives students something fun to
look forward to and is a reward for their hard
work.
GeogSoc's Annual Winter Ball was this year
held at popular local venue The Loft, which was
a fantastic way to celebrate the end of a very
stressful term and begin the festivities together
as a society. The ball started with a three-course
meal and wine, finishing with a disco where all
members boogied on into the night. The ball
was yet another successful GeogSoc event which

We've had some great socials ...
helped to cement friendships, new and old, and
continues to show the welcoming and friendly spirit
within GeogSoc. All guests looked wonderful, and
the evening was thoroughly enjoyed by all, with some
very sore feet (and heads) the next morning.
As a society we are always open to new and fun
ideas and try to engage members to keep them
stimulated and de-stressed during the challenging
times that university can bring. The fundraising for
different charities will continue into the new year
with a charity quiz night, and we will host a Kayaking
River Clean in the River Fowey in Cornwall.
The GeogSoc Winter Ball.
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MSc Planning Student Profile:
Briony Waterman
Briony says “I began my studies in 2006 and chose
Geography at Plymouth for several reasons. Firstly, I
was interested in people and places and how humans
have shaped the world we live in - both despite and
because of the physical constraints. And although I
finished with a BSc (hons) degree, I'm actually more
of a human geographer! Secondly, studying Geography
gives you a range of transferrable skills: we are able
to research, analyse, question and collate data, and
are able to present findings within a formal written
framework. These skills have proved to be very useful
in my career! Thirdly, Plymouth offered an interesting
and varied degree programme with the added benefit
of being close to the sea and countryside.
The focus of my undergraduate dissertation was
attitudes towards recycling. This research stood me
in good stead as, following my graduation in 2009,
I began working in a Local Authority in the climate
change department, using the skills I had learnt to
help the authority to both save money and reduce
their carbon footprint. An opportunity came up for
me to shadow a planning officer, not a career I had
thought of before. Fast forward a few years and I am
now an assistant planner undertaking my Master’s
degree in Planning at Plymouth to become a fully
qualified planning officer.
In my opinion the role of the planning officer is
to positively shape the built environment in which

Briony is a current post-graduate student on the
MSc Planning course. She is studying part-time while
working at Taunton Deane District Council as an
Assistant Planning Officer.
we live. We need to take into consideration
environmental, social and economic
considerations before reaching a decision, and
here is where my geography skills have come
in handy! I haven’t completely forgotten my
interest in climate change as good planning will
allow people to change the way they behave; for
example if there is nowhere to store the bins
for recycling then there will be no recycling. It
amazes me that the decisions we take now as
planning officers will shape the way in which
people live for the next 30, 40, 50 years!”

2018 graduating cohort from the MSc Planning programme
The graduating cohort from the MSc Planning programme at the University of Plymouth on 14 December,
2018 at the Plymouth Guildhall: (left to right): Dr Stephen Essex (Programme Leader), Joseph Smithyman
(Marine planner at Marine Management Organisation), Ed Crome (Graduate planner, Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local Government, London), Naomi Jackson (Graduate Planner at XL Planning and Design
Ltd., Exeter), Oliver Thorogood (Graduate planner, Stags, Exeter), Peter Lambert (Planning Officer, Plymouth
City Council); and Dr Olivia Wilson (Lecturer in Spatial Planning).

9

Follow us on Twitter @PlymGeog

Charity Banger Rally Challenge
"I’m Lauren, a first-year geographer at Plymouth
and in October 2018, I took part in ‘Gib or Bust’
with my mum, Sam. ‘Gib or Bust’ is a charity
banger rally challenge organised by St Austell
Round Table in Cornwall, in which participants
had to take a car with a value of no more than
£500 through five countries and two continents,
in just five days.
All teams (200 of them) had to go in fancy dress
along with their cars. We went as ‘Brownies’ and
took a £400 Ford Focus Estate which also served
the purpose as our bed for the night. We started
out from the ‘Hotel Cornwall’ in St Austell,
Cornwall and ended up in Tangier, Morocco.
We travelled through the UK, Spain, Portugal,
Gibraltar and on the final day, found ourselves in
Morocco.

Along the way, we had several challenges to
complete, for example visiting historic monuments
and famous spots along the way such as the ‘Douro
River’, the Sandeman Region (the famous port and
wine region in Portugal), Embalse De Aguillar (an
observatory point in Spain), Circuito do Estoril
(Estoril race track in Portugal) along with many other
places. Along the way, we encountered a few minor
mechanical problems, the first being a fault with the
alternator (this charges the car battery) and also a
fuel leak made the journey more of a challenge. We
covered 2250 miles in five days, and over the past
seven years the event has raised in total just over
£1 million for the following local Cornish charities:
Cornwall Hospice care, Cornwall Air Ambulance,
Marie Curie, Turn to Starboard, Merlin MS centre
and Childrens Hospice Care. A once in a lifetime
experience!"

Neil Roberts awarded Honorary Doctorate by Ankara University
Neil Roberts was recently given an Honorary Doctorate by
Ankara University for his services to advancing Quaternary
Science in Turkey over the last 40 years. Neil retired
this summer and is now emeritus professor of Physical
Geography at the University of Plymouth. In fieldwork
that he undertook in Turkey for his PhD, Neil had been
supported by Professor Oguz Erol, then the Dean of Dil ve
Tarih-Cografya Faculty, at Ankara University. By combining
Oguz Erol's palaeogeographical maps with Neil's access to
radiocarbon dating, they were able to publish a pioneering
paper in the journal Nature in 1979 that demonstrated
the age of a large lake that covered the Konya plain during
the last ice age. Later, Neil worked with Professor Hakan Yigitbasıoglu, also from Ankara University, on the
KOPAL project, linked to field research at the UNESCO World Heritage archaeological site of Çatalhöyük.
Neil's work also involved collaboration with Turkey's MTA (Geology and Minerals) Institute - especially with
Mustafa Karabıyikoglu - and with the British Institute in Ankara. Over the years, these research programmes
led to many PhD projects, several of which were from Plymouth.
The Honorary Doctorate ceremony for Neil, alongside an award to Dr Catherine Kuzucuoglu from the
CNRS Physical Geography laboratory in Meudon, France, was made by the Rector (Vice-Chancellor) of
Ankara University in front of members of the University's senate on October 4th. So now Neil is Dr Dr!
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Project Wildscape
“Project Wildscape” unites academics from the
Universities of Plymouth, Cork, Birmingham, Hull
and Coventry in an attempt to rediscover and
explore wild and ‘hidden' landscapes, with a focus on
floodplains and meres.
One such area - the Humberhead Levels, just south
of the River Humber - has been the subject of
extensive palaeoecological and archaeological work
over the past few decades. The ‘hidden landscapes’
found here are the prehistoric, historic and postmedieval landscapes preserved and concealed by peat,
river floodplains and farmland.
The team at University of Plymouth consists of Dr
Nicki Whitehouse, Dr Kim Davies and current PhD
student Nika Shilobod. These three are working
on reconstructing the Holocene paleoecology in
order to understand how humans utilised and
manipulated the landscape through time. Additionally,
MSc Environmental Consultancy student Alex
Hardie-Brown has been working with previously
published palaeoenvironmental data to reconstruct
the evolution of the ecological communities on the
nearby site of Hatfield Moors. We hope this work
will be published in due course.
Project Wildscape has been running a series of
successful public outreach events to help reconnect
the local community with their colourful and rich
heritage, including a series of sedimentary coring
workshops for both students and the general public.
These events have been attended by several Plymouth
University undergraduate volunteers including Hannah
Mitchell and Oli Dustan, who are both on year two
of the BSc (Hons) Physical Geography and Geology
programme.

Dr Ben Geary from the University of Cork together with
Plymouth undergraduate student Oli Dustan (right) record
sediments using a Munsell colour chart.

Wildscape volunteers and Plymouth undergraduate
Hannah Mitchell (centre) take a sediment core.
The Wildscape team looks forward to providing
future opportunities to foster engagement between
academics and members of the public, and to
communicating knowledge and understanding of this
landscape through citizen science approaches. More
information about Project Wildscape can be found at
https://projectwildscape.wordpress.com/
or Twitter @HHLWildscape.
Dr Kim Davies (left) and volunteers taking measurements
from a sediment core.
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UK-Poland collaboration on ‘Smart Cities'
In November 2018 Dr Alan Smith took part in a British Embassy and British
Council led three-day interdisciplinary workshop in Warsaw on ‘future
smart cities’ as part of the UK and Poland’s joint Year of Entrepreneurship,
Science and Innovation (YESI). This scheme intends to build research
capacity between UK and European researchers with a view to securing
future collaborations. This workshop reinforces the strong desire of UK
academics as well as the Foreign Office and British Council to continue
working with EU partners despite Brexit uncertainty. Advanced geographic
data analytics are a key contributor to smart cities research in supporting
data driven approaches to improve efficiency as well as enhancing quality of
life and economic development.

Research grant success
Research active staff in Geography at Plymouth
continue to attract research funding. This benefits
our students with research-led teaching delivering
the newest developments at the forefront of our
discipline. Some of their recent successes are
highlighted below:
Dr Caroline Clason has been awarded as
Principal-investigator a NERC/CONCYTEC/
Newton-Paulet Fund grant for £451,000. Linked
to 'Peruvian Glacial Retreat and its Impact
on Water Security and Resilience to Natural
Hazards', she will be working alongside University
of Plymouth colleagues Will Blake and Iain
Stewart, plus colleagues at Plymouth Marine
Laboratory, the Westcountry Rivers Trust,
the Geophysical Institute of Peru, the Peruvian
Institute of Nuclear Energy, INAIGEM, and the
National Water Authority of Peru.
The project aims to improve understanding of
water, sediment and contaminant budgets within
Peruvian glacial-fed basins, helping to promote
policy change for socio-economic benefits
through offsetting storage lost from shrinking
glaciers through augmentation of mountain
ecosystem service provision for landscape water
retention, and providing the foundation for
adaptive management strategies to support and
enhance livelihoods under threat from high river
flows and downstream environmental quality
consequences.
Professor Anne Mather and Associate
Professor Matt Telfer have been awarded
£37,687 over two years, from the University’s
GCRF fund. They will be working with Coinvestigators from across Plymouth on a project
entitled ‘African Flowers’: Aeolian plastic pollution
in deserts. Partners include Gobabeb Research

Station (Namibia) and Ibn Zohr University (Morocco).
The research will be the first ever scientific-based
investigation of the problem of plastics in desert
landscapes. 'African flowers' is the name that has
been used to describe the vista of thorny dryland
trees which have collected wind-transported plastic
bags, unfortunately a common sight in some of the
drylands of Africa.
Associate Professor Tim Daley has been
awarded an additional £96,210 from the EU’s
ERDF for research to support regional enterprises
leveraging technology to enhance agriculture (https://
www.agritechcornwall.co.uk).
Dr Mark Holton has been awarded AUS $2,663
from the University of Western Australia’s (UWA's)
Institute of Advanced Studies Visiting Fellowship
scheme. He will be working with Dr Clare Mouat,
from UWA’s Geography Department, on a pilot
project in Perth in April 2019 entitled 'UniverCities:
investigating the influence of student accommodation
experiences on global cities'.
Dr Claire Kelly has been awarded £73,765 over
two years from the University’s internal GCRF
fund. Claire will be leading on the project 'Ardhi na
kujifunza (Land and learning)'.
Professor Ralph Fyfe has been awarded
£263,127 from the Leverhulme Trust for a three-year
project titled Long term biodiversity and human landuse change. The project will focus on how human
land-use practices and population dynamics impacted
upon past and present land-cover and biodiversity
patterns at centennial-millennial timescales across the
British Isles, and consider the lessons for modern
conservation.
Ralph has also been successful in being awarded
£17,000 from Dartmoor National Park for a project
exploring long-term environmental change on
Amicombe Hill, Dartmoor.
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Trekking across the Channelled Scablands in Washington State on the 2018 USA field trip
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