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Hot and Bothered
The sun seems to be slowly dwindling and so too does the tan, but for a lot of
our wildlife the less extreme weather will be more than welcome. The scorching
summer has seen a reduction in the amount of nice new growth in our orchard
trees and wild flowers. Foraging animals such as badgers and foxes have also
had to travel further afield for food as the ground has been harder to break and
find food.
All in all we’ve had a productive summer at the farm so read on to see what
we’ve achieved

Poole Farm Community Forum
Poole Farm is part of a much wider project known as Derriford Community
Park. The Farm sits within the Park and is currently where we run our operations from. However in years to come our activity will be increasing and
spreading into Forder and Bircham Valley Nature Reserves.
At the end of July we held our first formal opportunity for interested people to
come to the site and express there views and questions to the Farm Team. It
was also a good chance to show everyone the site and explain the current and
long term plans for the project.
We had a great turnout and our next event is set for 4pm on November 22nd.
If you’d like to come along then please let us know.
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Beavers at Poole Farm!
Since the last ice age, beavers have been living in the
UK and all across Europe. However, 400 years ago we
succeeded in killing the last one for its fur, meat and
secretions. As a result of this, a valuable habitat type
was lost. This is because these animals build dams, dig
canals and cut down trees which creates a unique environment in which much of our wildlife has evolved
alongside. As well as the huge benefit these animals
have on biodiversity they have also been shown to reduce downstream flooding.
Fast forward to today and a small population has magically appeared on a river in Scotland as well as in
East Devon. These animals have been allowed to stay there and their impacts being monitored.
After receiving the go ahead from Plymouth City Council we are now going ahead with our plans to reintroduce this lost species into our woods. If all goes to plan they could be at the farm by early next year so
fingers crossed!

If you have any questions about this then feel free to get in contact with us!

Livestock Update
The drought over the summer meant that low stocking densities were favourable – there was just enough
grass for the 8 cows to graze, and with recent rain everything is now looking a lot more lush. The cows will
remain with us until the end of October when they will go back to Duchy college for finishing (to get to their
optimum weight before being sold for meat). In early September we expect to welcome around 80 sheep
again, who will help manage the grass sward in the autumn and early spring, before their grazier takes them
onto Dartmoor to graze for the summer. Our 3 pigs (Talky, Badger and Rosie) enjoyed a lot of wallowing
over the summer months to keep cool, and have been gorging vegetables grown by Poole farm volunteers.
Our flock of chickens have also been tasting the fruits of the garden produce, and we hope to be expanding
the flock in the next couple of months. Other new additions scheduled for the farm before the end of the
year are goats which are to be used for conservation grazing and act as a learning resource for the new cohort
of duchy college students studying animal care at the farm.
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Volunteer Effort
As usual our volunteers have been absolutely exquisite and have accomplished greatness. They have been working hard to complete many different projects. In particular dry stone walling, step building and orchard
maintenance. There has also been a lot of litterpicking and clearance work
which has helped to make those areas clean and noticeably tidier.
We have also welcomed new members to the volunteer team and look forward to achieving more this Autumn with plenty of projects such as tree
planting, habitat management and carpentry still to come.

Orchard
The sweltering summer created desert like conditions in our orchard
with our wildflower meadow being dry and brown as oppose to bright
and colourful. The lack of rain also posed a great challenge for us as the
trees began to show severe signs of drought and stress. In the height of
the heat we were watering all 200 plus trees every two weeks in an attempt to keep them alive and thriving. Thankfully we succeeded and the
rain came before the casualties.

Bees
As the days shorten and the air cools, our bees start to make their preparations for winter. Bees don't
hibernate, but they do spend all winter inside the hive. Clustered in a tight ball surrounding the queen,
they only break formation to eat the honey and pollen they stored up during the long summer. They are
currently foraging on ivy pollen, an important late-summer food source.
The Poole Farm Apiary had extra helpers this summer, as we trialled a 6 week hands-on, basic beekeeping taster course. Volunteers were encouraged to don a protective suit and get to know what it feels like
to 'work' a hive and observe the patterns and rhythms of the bees during the busy summer weeks.
They all did admirably and we hope some of them will feel encouraged to go on to a more comprehensive bee course in the spring and come back to lend a hand in our apiary next year!

Future Plans
The Derriford Community Park project has been continuing to progress over the summer. The land
around Poole Farm – Seaton and Lower Bircham Valley - was given Plymouth City Council cabinet
approval to be designated as a new Local Nature Reserve (LNR), along with 2 other new LNR’s in the
city taking the total area of LNR’s in the city above 300 hectares.
The partnership with Duchy College is continuing to grow with plans being firmed up for an expanded
provision of land and animal science courses from Poole Farm for September 2019. This will involve
an increase in the facilities at the farm and we are currently working on the detail and funding for this.
Last month saw full planning permission granted for the construction of the new Forder Valley Link
Road and construction is now programmed to begin in April. This decision has allocated over £1 million to environmental mitigation in the surrounding nature reserves. We are working with the project
team to ensure that the design of the construction phase and final scheme allows Poole Farm to continue to operate and grow. Get in touch if you want any more information on any of this

Success in Animal Care
Our Duchy College animal care students have successfully passed
their Animal Care Level 1 course. Their success was celebrated at
an awards ceremony hosted at Poole Farm. After presentations and
a cream tea reception, the student’s families were invited to meet
the animals and see where the students have been studying for the
past year. We are excited to see the students returning this September for the level 2 course and look forward to welcoming a second
cohort of students who will be joining them.

Woodland Rangers!
This summer Poole Farm held a forest school inspired holiday club for 7-11year olds. Led by our forest school leader Lianne Gore, the children developed their skills in making fires, building shelters and
creating natural objects with a range of tools. The children discovered the wildlife of our woodlands
completing fact finding challenges, scavenger hunts and wild games!
Each session was celebrated with hot chocolate and marshmallows around a fire. The campfire time
gave the children opportunity to reflect on their day with us. Over the six weeks, each child developed
their confidence in their abilities, some their motor skills and others their social skills. Each child received a Woodland Rangers certificate highlighting their accomplishments. With the success of Woodland Rangers we hope to run more forest school style events in the future.

Volunteer Work Programme
September

Tuesday 4th: Step building and wildflower seed sowing
Tuesday 11th: Seaton Woods Clear up
Tuesday 18th: Fencing
Saturday 22nd: Family Volunteer Day with PEA—Wildflower Meadow
Tuesday 25th: Carpentry
October
Tuesday 2rd: Orchard, Fruit bush protection
Tuesday 9th: Garden - Patio Area Creation
Tuesday 16th: Log Circle Renovation and Stump Planters
Tuesday 23th: Newnham Meadows: Nature Reserve Management
Tuesday 30st: Pond Clearance

Address
Poole Farm

November

Plymouth
Leigham

Tuesday 6th: Hedgerow Planting

PL6 8NF

Saturday 17th: Newnham Meadows: Nature Reserve Management
Tuesday 13th: Potential Projecxt TBC
Tuesday 20st: Willow Hurdles and Garden
Tuesday 27th: Woodland Tree Planting

Contact Number: 07500 075719
Email: derrifordcp@plymouth.gov.uk

@PooleFarmProject

